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PREFACE 

THE  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1918, 
has  abolished  the  right  of  owners  and  freemen 
to  vote,  but  has  extended  the  franchise  to  a 
great  number  of  persons,  including  women,  who 
heretofore  were  not  entitled  to  a  vote. 

This  handbook  has  been  written  with  the 
intention  of  explaining  in  a  simple  form  the 
qualifications  of  voters,  the  powers  of  the  Regis- 
tration Officer  appointed  under  the  Act,  and 
the  procedure  which  will  now  govern  the  regis- 
tration of  voters. 

It  is  hoped  that  it  may  be  helpful  to  assistant 
overseers  and  political  agents  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties. 


J.  REN  WICK  SEAGER. 


CLEVBDON, 

June,  1918. 
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REGISTRATION    OF    VOTERS 
CHAPTER  I 

QUALIFICATIONS 

THE  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1918, 
has  abolished  the  ownership  vote  and  the  lodger 
vote,  and  has  put  an  end  to  the  debatable 
position  of  a  man  occupying  part  of  a  house 
as  a  dwelling,  with  its  endless  difficulties  of 
whether  the  landlord  living  on  the  premises 
exercised  control  over  the  part  of  the  house 
occupied  by  the  tenant.  The  case  of  Kent  v. 
Fittal,  although  the  subject  of  many  appeals, 
never  finally  settled  the  question.  The  last 
appeal  decided  against  the  part  occupier  on 
the  ground  that  the  tenant  in  that  case  was 
not  separately  rated,  and  so  shelved  the  main 
question.  Now  no  question  of  separate  rating 
exists.  The  Act  also  abolishes  the  freeman 
vote  and  the  City  of  London  Livery  vote,  but 
for  sentimental  reasons  permits  freemen  and 
liverymen  under  certain  conditions  to  vote  for 
this  qualification  if  they  are  qualified  to  be  on 
the  register  for  occupation. 


R.V. 
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The  franchise.  iroX:  depends  on  residence  or 
occupation  for  men,  occupation  for  women, 
and  for  either  sex  a  vote  for  a  university  con- 
stituency if  they  possess  a  degree. 

Qualifying  Period. 

The  qualifying  period  is  a  period  of  six 
months  ending  either  on  the  15th  day  of  January 
or  the  I5th  day  of  July,  including  in  each  case 
the  I5th  day  ;  therefore  the  qualifying  period 
commences  on  the  i6th  day  of  July  or  the 
i6th  day  of  January  as  the  case  may  be.  In 
the  case  of  a  person  who  is  a  naval  or  military 
voter,  or  one  who  has  been  serving  as  a  member 
of  the  naval,  military  or  air  forces  of  the  Crown 
at  any  time  during  the  six  months,  and  has 
ceased  to  so  serve,  one  month  is  to  be  substi- 
tuted for  six  months  as  the  qualifying  period. 
Formerly  the  twelvemonth's  qualification  in  the 
case  of  a  £10  occupier  was  the  twelvemonths 
next  previous  to  July  I5th,  for  an  inhabitant 
occupier  on  July  I5th  and  the  whole  pre- 
ceding twelvemonths,  while  for  a  lodger  the 
period  was  for  the  twelvemonths  preceding 
July  isth. 

FOR  THE  FIRST  REGISTER  IN  1918  the  qualify- 
ing period  is  six  months  up  to  and  including 
April  I5th.  The  new  franchises  apply  alike  to 
counties  and  boroughs. 
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Parliamentary  Electors. 
i.  Residence— Men. 

The  voter  need  not  be  a  tenant ;  it  is  only 
necessary  that  he  should  have  resided  for  the 
qualifying  period  for  the  whole  qualifying  six 
months,  including  the  last  day  of  the  qualify- 
ing period,  either  in  a  residence  in  the  con- 
stituency, or  in  succession  to  another  con- 
stituency within  the  same  parliamentary  borough 
or  parliamentary  county,  or  within  a  parlia- 
mentary borough  or  parliamentary  county  con- 
tiguous to  that  borough  or  county.  [Sect,  i.] 

For  this  purpose  the  voter  must  at  least  have 
a  room  either  occupied  solely  by  him  or  shared 
with  others  in  which  he  can  and  does  sleep. 
There  is  no  necessity  that  he  should  con- 
tinuously sleep  there,  if  when  absent  he  has  the 
power  to  return  at  any  time,  and  the  intention 
so  to  return  after  a  temporary  absence.  Men 
residing  in  business  premises,  schools,  religious 
institutions,  police  barracks,  &c.,  are  all  entitled 
to  be  registered  for  this  qualification,  as  also  are 
male  domestic  servants.  Rating  and  the  pay- 
ment of  rates  form  no  part  of  the  qualification. 

The  cases  decided  by  the  Courts  dealing  with 
residence  as  applied  to  £10  occupiers  under  the 
Reform  Act,  1832,  are  a  guide  as  to  the  position 
of  the  residence  elector  now. 

B   2 
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Where  an  occupier  was  convicted  of  an  assault 
and  served  five  months  out  of  the  qualifying 
period  in  gaol  more  than  seven  miles  from  the 
borough,  although  his  residence  within  the 
borough  was  occupied  during  the  five  months 
by  his  servant,  it  was  held  that  as  he  had  not 
the  power  to  return  during  that  time  that  he 
had  broken  his  residence,  and  therefore  was  not 
entitled  to  be  registered  :  Powell  v.  Guest  (1864). 

A  clergyman  occupied  a  house  in  Exeter  and 
made  an  arrangement  with  another  clergyman 
to  exchange  duties  for  a  month,  during  which 
time  he  occupied  the  other  clergyman's  residence, 
although  he  kept  some  rooms  in  his  own  house 
locked  up  during  that  time,  the  Court  held  that 
he  was  not  entitled  to  be  registered  :  Ford  v. 
Pye  (1873). 

Where  a  man  carried  on  business  in  a  shop 
at  Wigan  but  lived  at  Southport,  more  than 
seven  miles  from  Wigan,  and  on  two  occasions 
only  slept  on  two  chairs  at  his  shop,  there  being 
no  sleeping  accommodation  there,  the  Court 
held  he  had  not  resided  at  Wigan  and  was  not 
entitled  to  be  registered.  In  this  case  Lord 
Coleridge  in  delivering  judgment  said  :— 

"  For  centuries  past  it  has  always  been  held  that  where 
a  man  lives  and  sleeps  and  has  his  home  is  the  place  where 
he  resides.  We  have  to  do  with  an  Act  of  Parliament 
which  deals  with  a  word  which  over  and  over  again  has 
been  the  subject  of  judicial  decision,  and  in  view  of  those 
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decisions,  no  one  now  could  say  that  when  a  man  comes 
every  day  to  his  house  of  business  and  returns  at  night  to 
his  home,  the  house  of  business  is  the  place  where  he  lives. 
No  case  has  been  cited  in  which  a  person  has  been  held 
to  have  resided  where  he  has  not  slept.  Sleeping  on  a 
couple  of  chairs  would  not  satisfy  that  requirement  "  : 
Barlow  v.  Smith  (1893). 

Where  a  freeman  of  Tewkesbury  lived  with 
his  family  in  Gloucester,  beyond  seven  miles 
from  Tewkesbury,  but  hired  from  a  friend  for 
gd.  a  week  a  furnished  bedroom  and  dark  closet 
in  Tewkesbury,  which  room  he  slept  in  twelve 
times  during  the  six  months  before  the  end  of  the 
qualifying  period,  using  the  closet  to  store  wine 
in,  he  keeping  the  key,  the  Revising  Barrister 
held  that  he  had  not  resided  in  Tewkesbury. 

The  Court,  on  appeal,  declined  to  disturb  the 
Revising  Barrister's  decision :  Whitehorn  v. 
Thomas  (1844). 

Formerly  absence,  no  matter  for  what  length 
of  time,  where  there  was  the  liberty  of  returning 
and  the  intention  of  returning,  was  held  not  to 
destroy  the  right  attaching  to  a  legal  residence. 
Whether  this  dictum  will  apply  to  the  residence 
qualification  provided  for  by  this  Act  is  doubt- 
ful. Temporary  absence  undoubtedly  is  per- 
missible, and  a  resident  is  entitled  to  let  or  lend 
his  furnished  house  for  a  period  not,  exceeding 
four  months  during  the  qualifying  period. 
[Sect.  7.] 
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Successive  Occupation. 

Succession  to  a  contiguous  constituency  means 
to  an  adjacent  county  or  borough,  and  includes 
such  constituencies  as  are  separated  by  water, 
not  exceeding  six  miles  in  breadth,  measured 
in  the  case  of  tidal  water  from  low-water  mark. 
[Sect,  i,  sub-sect.  2  &.] 

This  provision  will  apply  to  constituencies 
separated  by  the  Clyde  and  other  broad  rivers  ; 
also  to  estuaries  and  channels  where  the  water 
at  low  tide  does  not  extend  six  miles  in  breadth. 
The  Administrative  County  of  London  is  to  be 
dealt  with  as  a  borough,  and  a  London  voter 
can  have  successive  occupation  from  or  to  any 
part  of  London  in  addition  to  the  right  of 
successive  occupation  from  or  to  any  of  the 
counties  or  boroughs  contiguous  to  London. 
[Sect,  i,  sub-sect.  2.] 

The  inmate  of  any  prison  or  patient  in  any 
lunatic  asylum,  workhouse,  poorhouse,  or  any 
similar  institution  is  not  entitled  to  be  treated 
as  a  resident.  During  the  war  a  person,  although 
a  British  subject,  subjected  to  internment  would 
be  included  in  this  category.  This  will  not  apply 
to  officials  residing  in  any  of  these  establishments. 

2.  Business  Premises  Qualification — Men. 

Where  a  man  occupies  land  or  premises  for 
the  qualifying  period  of  the  yearly  value  of 
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£10,  such  land  or  premises  being  occupied  for 
the  purpose  of  business,  trade  or  profession,  he 
is  entitled  to  a  vote  therefor.  This  may  he  a 
second  vote  if  the  land  or  premises  are  in  another 
constituency  than  that  in  which  he  has  a  resi- 
dence qualification.  Rating  and  the  payment 
of  rates  forms  no  part  of  the  qualification. 

The  occupation  of  land  or  business  premises 
must  be  as  owner  or  tenant,  for  occupation  in 
law  means  such  an  occupation  as  the  law  gives 
to  a  person  by  right.  It  would  not  include  one 
who  was  a  trespasser. 

An  occupier,  even  if  only  a  tenant  at  will, 
may  occupy  as  a  "  tenant/'  This  was  decided 
by  the  case  of  Rogers  v.  Harvey  under  the 
Reform  Act,  1832  (1858). 

Business  premises  will  include  land  where  it 
is  occupied  for  business  purposes.  Where  land 
is  occupied  for  purpose  of  pleasure  as,  e.g.,  for  a 
tennis  court,  or  for  growing  fruit  or  vegetables 
for  the  occupier's  own  consumption,  it  would 
not  qualify  the  occupier. 

Yearly  value  means  the  gross  estimated  rental, 
or  in  the  metropolis  the  gross  value,  where  the 
premises  are  separately  assessed  to  rates.  In  any 
other  case  it  shall  be  deemed  to  be  the  amount 
which  would  in  the  opinion  of  the  registration 
officer  be  the  gross  estimated  value  or  the 
gross  value  if  they  were  separately  assessed. 
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[Sect.  41.]  There  is  no  limit  of  distance  within 
which  the  occupier  must  reside  to  entitle  him 
to  be  registered. 

In  Scotland  the  yearly  value  of  premises  is 
the  value  appearing  in  the  valuation  roll,  or  in 
any  other  case  the  value  which  would  in  the 
opinion  of  the  registration  officer  be  entered  in 
the  roll  if  they  were  so  valued.  [Sect.  43.] 

In  Ireland  the  yearly  value  of  premises  is  the 
rateable  value  where  the  premises  are  separately 
valued,  or  in  any  other  case  shall  be  deemed  to 
be  the  amount  which  would  in  the  opinion  of 
the  registration  officer  be  the  rateable  value  if 
separately  valued.  [Sect,  44.] 

Where  a  person  occupies  premises  structurally 
severed  internally,  but  annexed,  such  premises 
may  be  valued  jointly,  and  if  of  the  yearly  value 
of  £10  will  entitle  the  occupier  to  vote.  Even 
where  the  buildings  are  separate  but  within  one 
curtilage,  it  is  sufficient  :  Pownall  v.  Dawson 


Premises  occupied  coming  within  neither  of 
these  provisions,  being  situate  in  different  places 
in  the  constituency,  probably  would  not  be 
entitled  to  be  added  together  to  make  up  the 
required  value.  This  was  the  decision  of  the 
Court  on  appeal  in  the  cases  of  Dewhurst  v. 
Fielden  (1845)  and  Powell  v.  Price  (1847).  In 
the  first  case  a  joiner's  shop  of  less  than  £10 
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value  was  occupied  and  also  300  yards  distant 
a  warehouse  and  two  yards  ;  between  these 
two  sets  of  premises  there  was  property  in  the 
occupation  of  other  persons.  The  two  sets  of 
property  made  up  a  value  of  £10.  The  Court 
held  that  the  joiner's  shop,  the  warehouses  and 
two  yards  could  not  be  taken  to  constitute  one 
qualification.  In  the  second  case  a  dwelling- 
house  and  a  bakehouse  were  annexed  with  a 
yard  in  front ;  from  the  yard  was  a  passage 
leading  into  the  street,  and  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  yard  was  a  shop,  all  these  properties 
being  occupied  by  the  same  person.  There  was 
no  common  curtilage.  The  Court  held  these 
various  premises  could  not  be  taken  together 
to  constitute  one  qualification. 

Joint  Occupation — Men. 

Where  land  or  premises  are  in  the  joint 
occupation  of  two  or  more  persons,  each  of  the 
joint  occupiers  shall  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Act  be  treated  as  occupying  the  premises. 
[Sect.  7,  sub-sect,  i  a.]  But  not  more  than  two 
joint  occupiers  can  be  registered  unless  they 
are  bond  fide  engaged  as  partners  carrying  on 
their  profession,  trade  or  business  on  the  land 
or  premises.  [Sect.  7,  sub-sect,  i  c.]  In  any 
case  the  value  of  the  land  or  premises  jointly 
occupied  must  be  such  that  it  is  sufficient  when 
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divided  by  the  number  of  joint  occupiers  to 
give  £10  yearly  value  to  each  occupier.  If  the 
total  value  is  less  than  this,  none  of  the  occu- 
piers are  entitled  to  be  registered.  Where  the 
property  is  of  sufficient  value  to  provide  a  £10 
qualification  for  each  joint  occupier,  but  owing 
to  the  fact  that  they  are  not  bond  fide  partners 
carrying  on  a  profession,  trade  or  business  on  the 
premises,  only  two  are  entitled  to  be  registered, 
there  is  no  provision  for  the  selection  of  the  two 
occupiers  who  shall  be  registered.  It  must 
therefore  be  for  the  joint  occupiers  themselves 
to  decide  which  two  of  their  number  shall  be 
registered. 

Cases  on  appeal  have  decided  that  share- 
holders in  joint  stock  companies  are  not  entitled 
to  be  registered  as  joint  occupiers  although  the 
value  of  the  property  is  sufficient  to  provide 
a  £10  value  to  each  shareholder.  The  most 
notable  case  was  that  of  the  Stock  Exchange, 
where  it  was  so  decided  :  Watson  v.  Black  (1885). 

It  is  presumed  that,  following  these  decisions, 
limited  partnerships  under  the  Companies  Act 
would  also  be  held*  not  to  qualify  partners 
whose  responsibilities  were  limited  under  this 
Act. 

There  is,  however,  power  in  the  limited  com- 
pany or  partnership  to  let  a  portion  of  the 
company's  premises  to  one  of  the  directors  if 
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he  carries  on  his  own  business  in  the  portion 
of  the  premises  let  to  him  :  Timmins  v.  Albiston 
(1894)  ;  Aldrett  v.  Matthews  (1907). 

Where  two  partners  carrying  on  the  profession 
of  solicitors  occupied  premises  of  the  value  of 
£20,  but  a  resident  caretaker,  their  servant, 
occupied  part  of  the  premises  by  reason  of  his 
employment,  and  was  registered  therefor  as  a 
service  voter,  the  Court  held  the  value  of  the 
premises  insufficient  to  entitle  the  employers 
of  the  caretaker  to  be  registered,  as  the  value 
of  the  premises  was  less  than  £30  :  Kirby  v. 
Barber  (1905). 

Sons  taken  into  partnership  with  their  father 
were  held  to  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  joint 
occupiers,  although  no  deed  of  partnership  had 
been  executed  or  any  fresh  arrangement  made 
with  the  landlord  of  the  premises.  The  Court 
held  that  the  sons  held  the  position  of  tenants 
at  will  to  their  father,  and,  the  value  being 
sufficient,  were  entitled  as  joint  occupiers : 
Kirby  v.  Barber  (1905)  ;  Rogers  v.  Harvey 
(1858). 

Where  a  partnership  is  dissolved,  or  owing 
to  the  death  of  a  partner  the  premises  remain 
in  the  occupation  of  one  occupier  only,  it  was 
held  in  an  Irish  case  the  occupier  need  not 
claim  as  tenant  in  succession  :  Burnside  v. 
Chambers  (1887).  Another  Irish  case  decided 
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that  where  the  first  set  of  premises  were  jointly 
occupied,  and  the  successive  premises  solely 
occupied  by  the  claimant  during  the  qualifying 
period,  he  was  entitled  to  successive  occupa- 
tion :  M'Crabb  v.  Chambers  (1887). 

Successive  Occupation — £10  Value. 

Successive  occupation  of  land  or  premises  of 
the  requisite  value  will  qualify  an  occupier  if 
the  occupation  has  been  for  the  whole  of  the 
qualifying  period  in  a  constituency  or  part  of 
the  period  in  another  constituency  contiguous 
to  that  borough  or  county.  Where  these  con- 
stituencies are  separated  by  water,  providing 
the  water  does  not  exceed  six  miles  in  breadth, 
measured  in  the  case  of  tidal  water  from  low 
water  mark,  successive  occupation  will  qualify. 
In  the  case  of  a  local  government  elector  or  of 
a  residence  parliamentary  voter,  if  the  voter 
commenced  to  occupy  the  premises  within 
thirty  days  of  the  last  day  of  the  qualifying 
period,  he  must  have  continued  so  to  occupy 
for  thirty  days  from  the  commencement  of  his 
occupation.  [Sect.  7.]  This  does  not  appear 
to  apply  to  a  parliamentary  occupation  voter 
in  respect  of  the  occupation  of  land  or  business 
premises,  but  only  to  a  resident  voter  for 
parliamentary  purposes  and  an  occupier  of  la'nd 
or  premises  for  local  government  purposes. 
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The  Administrative  County  of  London  is  for 
the  purpose  of  successive  occupation  to  be 
treated  as  a  borough,  and  successive  occupation 
from  or  to  adjoining  constituencies,  whether 
borough  or  county,  is  permissible.  [Sect,  i, 
sub-sect.  2.] 

Rating  and  the  payment  of  rates  form  no 
part  of  the  occupation  qualification. 

The  University  Franchise — Men. 

A  man  of  full  age,  and  not  subject  to  any 
legal  incapacity,  who  has  received  a  degree  at 
any  university  forming,  or  forming  part  of,  the 
constituency,  or  in  the  case  of  Dublin  University, 
has  received  a  degree  or  obtained  a  scholarship 
or  fellowship  in  the  university,  is  entitled  to 
be  registered  as  a  voter  for  the  university  or 
group  of  universities.  An  honorary  degree  does 
not  qualify  the  holder.  [Sect.  2.] 

Previously  only  the  degree  of  M.A.  entitled 
male  graduates  of  Oxford,  Cambridge,  London, 
Dublin,  Glasgow,  and  Aberdeen  and  Edinburgh 
and  St.  Andrew's  to  a  university  vote. 

By  this  Act  the  right  is  extended  to  the 
universities  of  Durham,  Manchester,  Liverpool, 
Leeds,  Sheffield,  Birmingham,  and  Bristol,  which 
are  joined  and  return  two  members  ;  Edinburgh, 
Glasgow,  St.  Andrew's,  and  Aberdeen  are  joined 
and  return  three  members ;  the  University  of 
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Wales  returns  one  member,  while  Oxford  returns 
two  members,  Cambridge  two  members,  London 
one  member,  and  Dublin  two  members.  Queen's 
University  one  member,  and  National  University, 
Dublin,  one  member. 

Naval  and  Military  Voters. 

Sailors  and  Soldiers  and  the  Air  Service  are 
entitled  to  be  registered  as  parliamentary 
electors  for  any  constituency  for  which  they 
would  have  had  the  necessary  qualification  but 
for  the  service  which  brings  them  within  the 
provisions  of  sect.  5. 

This  is  in  addition  to  the  right  to  be  regis- 
tered for  any  other  qualification. 

The  naval  or  military  voter,  however,  will 
not  be  entitled  to  be  registered  for  an  actual 
residence  qualification  in  the  constituency  except 
on  making  a  claim  and  declaration  that  he  has 
taken  reasonable  steps  to  prevent  being  regis- 
tered elsewhere.  [Sect.  5.] 

The  term  "  naval  or  military  voter  "  includes 
any  person  of  required  age  and  not  subject  to  any 
legal  incapacity  (i)  who  is  serving  on  full  pay 
as  a  member  of  any  of  the  naval,  military,  or 
air  forces  of  the  Crown  ;  (2)  who  is  abroad  or 
afloat  in  connection  with  any  war  in  which 
this  country  is  engaged  and  is  in  service  of  a 
naval  or  military  character  for  which  money 
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is  provided  by  Parliament,  or  where  at  the 
commencement  of  his  service  he  was  resident, 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  out  of  public  funds  of 
any  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions. 

It  also  includes  merchant  seamen,  pilots,  or 
fishermen,  including  the  master  of  a  merchant 
ship  or  fishing  boat  and  any  apprentice  on 
such  ship  or  boat,  or  serving  in  the  work  of 
the  British  Red  Cross  Society  or  Order  of 
St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in  England,  or  any  other 
body  with  a  similar  object  or  serving  in  any 
other  work  recognised  by  the  Admiralty,  Army 
Council  or  Air  Board,  as  work  of  national 
importance  in  connection  with  the  war. 

The  following  have  been  recognised  by  the 
Admiralty,  Army  Council  and  Air  Council  as 
doing  work  of  national  importance  in  con- 
nection with  the  war:  Y.M.C.A.,  Y.W.C.A., 
Salvation  Army,  Church  Army,  Scottish  Church 
Huts,  Catholic  Women's  League,  Catholic  Club 
Huts,  United  Army  and  Navy  Board,  Soldiers' 
Christian  Association,  Colonial  and  Continental 
Church  Society,  Navy  and  Army  Canteen  Board, 
and  Wesleyan  Army  and  Navy  Board. 

In  the  case  of  male  naval  or  military  voters, 
the  age  during  the  present  war  is  reduced  to 
nineteen  years  of  age  where  he  has  attained, 
or  during  his  service  attains,  that  age  and  is 
otherwise  qualified.  [Sect.  5.]  This  provision, 
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with  the  exception  of  the  age  of  nineteen,  applies 
to  naval  and  military  or  air  forces  of  the  Crown 
in  any  war  in  the  future  as  well  as  the  present 
war,  and  also  in  times  of  peace. 

Merchant  seamen,  fishermen,  etc.,  only  when 
engaged  in  times  of  war,  are  entitled  under 
this  section. 

Where  a  naval  or  military  voter  who  has 
been  serving  as  a  member  of  His  Majesty's 
forces  during  the  six  months,  and  has  ceased 
so  to  serve,  the  qualifying  period  is  reduced  to 
one  month.  [Sect.  6.] 

Sect.  5  (2).    V.   FORMS  OF  STATEMENT  TO  BE  MADE 
UNDER  SECT.  5  (2)  OF  THE  ACT. 

A.— BY  MEN. 

(i) 

Navy  Form 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

Parent  Ship  (or  Establishment) 

Surname 

Christian  Names  (in  full) 

Rank  or  Rating Official  No 

Age  (on  I5th  April,  1918)    

State  whether  R.N.,  R.M.,  R.N.R.,  R.N.V.R.,  or  R.N.D 
Qualifying  Address,  that  is,  full  postal 

address  (including  the  County,  or  in 

London  the  Metropolitan  Borough) 

where  officer  or  man  would  have 

been  residing  but  for  his  service  in 

the  Forces. 

The  foregoing  particulars  are  true  and  accurate  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Signature  of  the  above-named  officer  or  man 

Counter-signature  of  officer 
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(2) 

Army  Form 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

Unit  and  Arm  of  the  Service 

Regimental  Number  * Rank   

Surname 

Christian  Names  (in  full) 

Age  (on  i5th  April,  1918) 

Qualifying  Address,  that  is,  full  postal    "j 

address  (including  the  County,  or  in 

London  the  Metropolitan  Borough) 

where  officer  or  soldier  would  have 

been  residing  but  for  his  service  in    | 

the  Forces  J 

The  foregoing  particulars  are  true  and  accurate  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Signature  of  above-named  officer  or  soldier 

Counter-signature  of  officer 

*  To  be  struck  out  in  the  case  of  an  officer. 

(3) 

Air  Force  Form 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

Unit 

Official  Number Rank   

Surname 

Christian  Names  (in  full) 

Age  (on  I5th  April,  1918)    

Qualifying  Address,  that  is,  full  postal 
~  address  (including  the  County,  or  in 

London  the  Metropolitan  Borough) 

where  officer  or  airman  would  have 

been  residing  but  for  his  service  in 

the  Forces. 

The  foregoing  particulars  are  true  and  accurate  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Signature  of  above-named  officer  or  airman . . .' 

Counter-signature  of  officer 

R.V.  c 
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(4) 

MEN  (not  in  H.M.  Forces)  serving  abroad  or 
afloat  in  connection  with  the  War; 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

Department,     Body    or    Association  ) 
under  which  serving  j 

Class  of  work  on  which  engaged 

Surname 

Christian  Names  (in  full) 

Age  (on  I5th  April,  1918) 

Qualifying  Address,  that  is,  full  postal  "] 
address  (including  the  County,  or  in 
London  the  Metropolitan  Borough) 
where  man  would  have  been  resid- 
ing if  not  serving  abroad  or  afloat 
in  connection  with  the  War.  j 

Address  for  postal  communications  . 


The  foregoing  particulars  are  true  and  accurate  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Signature  of  above-named  man 

Counter-signature    of    representative   1 


of  Department,  Body  or  Association 
under    which  the   above-named  is    j 
serving. 


(5) 

MERCHANT  SEAMEN,  PILOTS  OR  FISHERMEN  serving 
abroad  or  afloat  in  connection  with  the  War. 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

Nature  of  Service  (i.e.  whether  Mer- 
chant Seaman,  Pilot,  or  Fisher- 
man, &c.) 

Name  of  Vessel 

Surname 

Christian  Names  (in  full) 
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Age  (on  I5th  April,  19 18) .  Description 

and  num- 
ber of  cer- 

tificate(if 

any) 

Qualifying  Address,  that  is,  full  postal 

'"  address  (including  the  County,  or  in 
London  the  Metropolitan  Borough) 
where  man  would  have  been  resid- 
ing if  not  serving  abroad  or  afloat 
in  connection  with  the  War. 

Where  a  man  has  not  given  up  his 
residence  owing  to  his  service,  he 
should  write  below  the  qualifying 
address  the  words  "  actual  resi- 
dence." 

Address  for  postal  communications  . . 


The  foregoing  particulars  are  true  and  accurate  to  the 

best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Signature  of  above-named  man      

Counter-signature   of   representative    ] 
of  Board  of  Trade,  Pilotage  Autho- 
rity or  Board  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries  as  case  may  be,  and  name 
of  place. 

B.— BY  WOMEN. 
(6) 

Army  Form 

WOMEN  SERVING  WITH  THE  MILITARY  FORCES. 
REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

Unit 

Service,  description   and   regimental  ) 

number  if  any. 

Surname 

Christian  Names  (in  full) 

State  if  over  30  years  of  age  (on  I5th 

April,  1918) 


c  2 
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Description   of   qualifying   property  i 
(dwelling  house,  shop,  land,  &c.).  j 

Rental  value  (if  not  a  dwelling  house) 

Full  postal  address  of  qualifying  pro- 
perty (including  the  County,  or,  in 
London,  the  Metropolitan  Borough) 
The  foregoing  particulars  are  true  and  accurate. to  the 

best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Signature  of  above-named  woman 

Counter-signature  of  Officer  or  Administrator 

Air  Force  Form 

WOMEN    SERVING   WITH    THE    AIR    FORCE. 
REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

Unit 

Service  description  and  number  if  any 

Surname 

Christian  Names  (in  full) 

State  if  over  30  years  of  age  (on  I5th  \ 

April,  1918). 
Description    of    qualifying    property 

(dwelling  house,  shop,  land,  &c.). 
Rental  value  (if  not  a  dwelling  house) 
Full  postal  address  of  qualifying  pro-  ^ 

perty  (including  the  County,  or,  in   •    

London,  the  Metropolitan  Borough)  * 

The  foregoing  particulars  are  true  and  accurate  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Signature  of  above-named  woman 

Counter-signature  of  Officer  or  Administrator 

(8) 

WOMEN  serving  abroad  or  afloat 
in   connection   with   the  War. 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

Body  or  Association  under  which  serving 

Class  of  work  on  which  engaged 

Surname 

Christian  Names  (in  full) 
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State  if  over  30  years  of  age  (on  i5th  ) 
April,  1918). 

Description  of  qualifying  property 
(dwelling  house,  shop,  land,  &c.) 

Rental  value  (if  not  a  dwelling  house) 

Full  postal  address  of  qualifying  pro- 
perty (including  the  County,  or,  in 
London,  the  Metropolitan  Borough) 


Address  for  postal  communications 


The  foregoing  particulars  are  true  and  accurate  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

Signature  of  above-named  woman 

Counter-signature    of   representative  \ 

of  Body  or  Association  under  which  j   

the   above-named  is  serving 

First  Schedule,  Rule  16. 
VI.    FORM  OF  CLAIM  TO  BE  PLACED  ON  ABSENT 

VOTER'S   LIST. 
REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

To  the  registration  officer 

for  the  constituency  of 

Address 

I,  being  a  person  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a 
parliamentary  elector  for  the  above  constituency 

in  respect  of  qualifying  premises  at ,* 

hereby  claim  to  be  placed  upon  the  absent  voter's 
list  on  the  ground  that  there  is  a  probability  that 
owing  to  my  occupation  [service]  [employment] 

as 

I  shall  be  debarred  from  voting  at  a  poll  at  parlia- 
mentary elections  held  whilst  the  register  now  being 
prepared  is  in  force. 

Signed 

Address 

Date • 

*  Here   give   postal   address,    stating   registration    unit   where 
possible. 
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First  Schedule,  Rule  38. 

VIII.     FORM  OF  REQUISITION  FOR  A  CERTIFIED 
COPY   OF  ENTRY   OF  BIRTH. 

REPRESENTATION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  ACT,  1918. 

Requisition  fen-  a  Certified  Copy  of  Entry  of  Birth  under 
Rule  38  of  the  First  Schedule. 

To  the  Superintendent  Registrar  or  other  person  having 
the  custody  of  the  Register  Book  in  which  the  Birth 
of  the  undermentioned  person  is  recorded. 

I,  the  undersigned,  hereby  demand  for  the  purpose 
of  the  Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1918,  a 
certified  copy  of  the  entry  of  the  Birth  of  the  person 
in  relation  to  whom  particulars  are  given  below. 

Name  of  person  in  full 

Date  of  Birth.— The day  of    

one  thousand hundred  and 

(The  year  to  be  written  in  words,  not  figures.) 
Place  of  Birth.. 


Father's  Name  (in  full) 

Father's  Occupation , 

Mother's  Name  (in  full) . . , 
Mother's  Maiden  Surname 
Signature  of  Applicant 
Address  . 


Dated  this day  of   19. .. 

Parliamentary  Franchise — Women. 

To  entitle  a  woman  to  a  vote  she  must  be  at 
least  thirty  yfears  of  age  and  subject  to  no  legal 
incapacity,  and  must  be  entitled  to  be  regis- 
tered as  a  local  government  elector  in  respect 
of  the  occupation  of  land  or  premises  (not  being 
a  dwelling-house)  of  a  yearly  value  of  £5  or  of 
a  dwelling-house  without  respect  to  value.  In 


QUALIFICATIONS  23 

the  case  of  joint  occupation  the  value  of  the 
land  or  premises  must  be  sufficient  to  allow  a 
£5  value  for  each  of  the  joint  occupiers  in  all 
cases  other  than  that  of  a  dwelling-house  ; 
or  if  she  is  the  wife  of  a  husband  entitled  to  be 
a  local  government  elector  and  she  resides  with 
him  on  the  qualifying  premises. 

The  wife  of  a  naval  or  military  voter,  where 
such  voter  is  registered  in  respect  of  a  residence 
qualification,  which  he  would  have  had  but 
for  his  service,  is  entitled  to  a  local  government 
vote,  as  the  husband  is  deemed  to  be  resident 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  Therefore,  if  she 
is  thirty  years  of  age  s'he  will  also  be  entitled 
to  the  parliamentary  vote.  [Sect.  4,  sub-sect, 
i  (c)  and  3  (&)•] 

Sect.  4  of  the  Act  specifies  that  a  woman  is 
entitled  to  be  registered  if  she  is  thirty  years 
of  age,  and  is  entitled  to  be  a  local  government 
elector  in  respect  of  the  occupation  of  land  or 
premises  of  a  yearly  value  of  £5  or  of  a  dwelling- 
house  (to  which  there  is  no  limit  of  value),  or 
is  the  wife  of  a  husband  entitled  to  be  so  regis- 
tered. If,  therefore,  the  husband's  qualification 
is  a  dwelling-house,  it  would  appear  that  the 
question  of  value  does  not  arise  ;  it  is  when 
the  qualification  is  land  or  premises  (not  being 
a  dwelling-house)  that  the  £5  value  is  necessary. 
The  Local  Government  Board  have  interpreted 
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the  section  to  mean  that  the  husband's  holding 
must  be  worth  £5  annual  value,  but  the  wording 
of  the  section  leaves  it  open  to  argument  that 
if  the  husband  is  a  local  government  elector  the 
wife  is  entitled  irrespective  of  value.  The 
result  is,  however,  that  whichever  may  be 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  Act,  a  qualifi- 
cation which  is  insufficient  to  give  the  hus- 
band a  parliamentary  vote  will  qualify  the 
wife  for  the  parliamentary  franchise.  As  part 
of  a  house  separately  occupied  as  a  dwelling- 
house  is  deemed  to  be  a  dwelling-house, 
there  is  apparently  an  opportunity  of  adding 
a  great  number  of  married  women  to  the 
register.  [Sect.  41.] 

She  is  also  entitled  to  a  university  vote  if 
she  is  at  least  thirty  years  of  age  and  has  either 
been  admitted  to  a  degree,  or  has  been  admitted 
to  and  passed  the  final  examination  and  kept 
under  the  conditions  required  of  a  woman  by 
the  university,  the  period  of  residence  necessary 
for  a  man  to  obtain  a  degree  at  any  university 
forming,  or  forming  part  of,  a  university  con- 
stituency, which  did  not  at  the  time  the  exami- 
nation was  passed  admit  women  to  degrees. 
[Sect.  4.] 

A  woman  who  is  registered  as  a  university 
voter  may  exercise  this  vote  in  addition  to  a 
qualification  as  an  occupier. 
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Peeresses  are  entitled  to  be  registered  if 
otherwise  qualified.  [Sect.  9.] 

A  married  woman  whose  husband  is  a  con- 
scientious objector  to  military  service  and  is 
thereby  debarred  from  the  franchise  for  a  long 
period,  is  not  by  that  reason  disqualified  from 
being  registered.  [Sect.  9.] 

"  Dwelling-house  "  includes  any  part  of  a 
house  where  that  part  is  occupied  separately 
as  a  dwelling-house.  [Sect.  41.] 

Furnished  rooms  occupied  by  a  woman  do 
not  qualify  her  for  any  franchise. 

Local  Government  Franchise. 
Men. 

A  man  who  is  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
not  subject  to  any  legal  incapacity  is  entitled 
to  be  registered  as  a  local  government  voter 
if  he  is  on  the  last  day  of  the  qualifying  period 
occupying  any  land  or  premises  in  the  local 
government  area  as  owner  or  tenant,  and  has 
during  the  whole  of  the  qualifying  period  so 
occupied  any  land  or  premises  in  that  area,  or 
if  that  area  is  not  an  administrative  county  or 
county  borough  in  any  administrative  county  or 
county  borough  in  which  the  area  is  wholly  or 
partly  situate.  [Sect.  3.] 

A  man  who  occupies  a  dwelling-house  by 
reason  of  service  where  the  house  is  not  inhabited 
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by  his  employer  is  deemed  to  be  a  tenant  and 
is  also  entitled.  [Sect.  3.]  Hitherto  the  service 
voter  was  only  entitled  to  the  parliamentary 
vote.  He  now  gets  his  parliamentary  vote  as 
a  residence  voter. 

Where  a  man  occupies  part  of  a  house  sepa- 
rately as  a  dwelling-house  he  is  entitled  [Sect.  41], 
as  is  also  a  man  who  occupies  a  room  or  rooms  as 
a  lodger  where  such  room  or  rooms  are  let  to 
him  in  an  unfurnished  state.  A  man  so  occupy- 
ing is  to  be  deemed  to  be  a  tenant.  [Sect.  3  (ii.).] 

There  is  no  limit  to  the  value  of  the  qualifying 
property,  nor  is  rating  and  the  payment  of 
rates  any  part  of  the  qualification. 

Where  the  qualifying  property  is  occupied 
Jointly,  only  two  persons  can  be  registered  for 
it  unless  they  are  bond  fide  partners  carrying 
on  their  business,  trade  or  profession  on  the 
land  or  premises  ;  in  such  a  case  all  the  partners 
are  entitled.  [Sect.  7.] 

The  voter  must  have  been  occupying  the 
land  or  premises  on  the  last  day  of  the  qualifying 
period  and  for  the  whole  of  the  six  months,  or 
if  he  commenced  to  occupy  the  land  or  premises 
within  thirty  days  before  the  end  of  the  qualify- 
ing period,  he  must  have  continued  to  occupy 
them  for  thirty  days  after  the  date  upon  which 
he  commenced  his  occupation.  [Sect.  7,  sub- 
sect.  4.]  Successive  occupation  can  only  be 
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allowed  within  the  local  government  area. 
[Sect.  3  (6).] 

Where  the  premises  occupied  consists  of  a 
dwelling-house  the  voter  may  let  or  lend  his 
house  furnished  for  a  period  of  four  months 
out  of  the  qualifying  period  of  six  months  and 
retain  his  right  to  be  registered  therefor.  A 
naval  or  military  voter  who  is  registered  in 
respect  of  a  residence  qualification  which  he 
would  have  had  but  for  his  service  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  resident  for  the  purpose  of  his 
wife's  qualification.  [Sect.  4,  sub-sect.  3.] 

Peers  are  entitled  to  be  registered  as  local 
government  electors,  but  not  as  parliamentary 
electors . 

Ownership  without  occupation  no  longer 
entitles  an  owner  to  be  registered,  but  any 
owner  of  property  of  freehold,  copyhold,  lease- 
hold or  any  other  tenure  within  a  local  govern- 
ment area  is  entitled  to  be  elected  a  member 
of  any  local  government  authority,  although 
he  is  not  registered  as  an  elector  in  that  area. 
[Sect.  10.] 

Women. 

Any  woman  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and 
not  subject  to  any  legal  incapacity  is  entitled 
to  be  registered  as  a  local  government  elector 
where  the  conditions  of  her  occupation  would 
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entitle  her  if  she  were  a  man.  Women  service 
voters  are  also  entitled  under  this  heading. 
Where  she  is  thirty  years  of  age  and  not  subject 
to  any  legal  incapacity,  and  is  the  wife  of  a 
man  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  local  govern- 
ment elector,  she  is  entitled  to  be  registered 
also,  if  she  resides  with  her  husband  on  the 
qualifying  premises.  [Sect.  4.]  To  entitle  a 
woman  of  thirty  years  of  age,  however,  to  the 
parliamentary  franchise  she  must  not  only  be 
entitled  to  be  a  local  government  elector,  but 
she  must  occupy  land  or  premises  of  a  yearly 
value  of  not  less  than  £5,  unless  the  premises 
occupied  are  a  dwelling-house,  or  she  is  the 
wife  of  a  man  entitled  to  be  a  local  government 
elector  under  the  conditions  before  stated. 
"  Dwelling-house "  includes  part  of  a  house 
separately  occupied  as  a  dwelling.  [Sect.  41.] 

Where  women  local  government  electors  are 
joint  occupiers  of  land  or  premise's,  to  be  entitled 
to  be  parliamentary  electors  as  well,  the  property 
must  be  of  such  a  value  that  if  the  total  value 
is  divided  by  the  number  of  joint  occupiers  it 
results  in  giving  a  £5  value  to  each  of  such 
occupiers.  In  no  case,  however,  can  more  than 
two  joint  occupiers  be  registered  unless  they 
are  bond  fide  partners  carrying  on  their  trade, 
business  or  profession  on  the  land  or  premises. 
[Sect.  7.] 
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The  provision  as  to  the  £5  value  does  not 
apply  to  a  dwelling-house,  for  which  no  value 
is  required  for  women  or  for  men. 

Furnished  rooms  occupied  by  a  woman  do 
not  entitle  her  to  be  registered  for  either  parlia- 
mentary or  local  government  electors. 

Peeresses  are  entitled,  if  otherwise  qualified, 
to  be  local  government  electors. 

Where  a  woman  would  have  been  entitled 
as  the  wife  of  a  local  government  elector,  and 
he  is  a  naval  or  military  voter  in  respect  of  a 
residence  qualification  for  which  he  is  regis- 
tered, and  which  qualification  he  would  have 
had  but  for  his  service,  she  is  entitled  to  be 
registered,  as  for  this  purpose  the  man  is  deemed 
to  be  resident.  [Sect.  4,  sub-sect.  3  (&).] 

A  person's  age  is  that  person's  age  on  the 
last  day  of  the  qualifying  period.  [Sect.  41.] 
It  was  decided  under  the  old  law  that  provided 
the  voter  had  attained  the  qualifying  age  on 
or  before  the  last  day  of  the  qualifying  period 
he  was  entitled  to  be  registered  :  Powell  v. 
Bradley  (1864).  If  the  qualifying  ag  >  was 
reached  after  the  end  of  the  qualifying  period, 
but  before  the  date  of  the  revision  of  the  lists, 
it  was  held  to  be  insufficient  :  Har greaves  v. 
Hopper  (1875). 

Full  age  is  attained  the  day  before  the  anni- 
versary of  a  person's  birth.  Thus  if  a  voter 


30        REGISTRATION   OF  VOTERS 

was  born  on  July  i6th  he  would  attain  full  age 
on  January  I5th,  and  when  he  or  she  had 
attained  their  twenty-first  or  thirtieth  year  of 
age  on  the  latter  date,  they  would  be  entitled 
so  far  as  age  is  concerned.  This  has  been  held 
in  many  cases  for  more  than  two  centuries. 


CHAPTER  II 

DISQUALIFICATIONS 

THE  receipt  of  parochial  relief  or  of  alms  no 
longer  disqualifies  a  person  from  being  regis- 
tered as  an  elector  either  for  parliamentary  or 
local  government  elections.  [Sect.  9.]  The 
franchise  created  by  this  Act,  however,  is 
subject  to  the  voter  not  being  subject  to  any 
legal  incapacity.  This  includes  peers,  aliens, 
felons,  traitors,  and  any  person  who  from 
inherent  quality  or  from  some  temporary  irre- 
movable quality  is  incapacitated  by  law  or 
statute  from  voting  at  an  election. 

Peers. 

The  House  of  Commons  from  time  to  time 
has  resolved  that  no  peer  of  the  realm  has  any 
right  to  vote  for  a  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  This  was  further  decided  by  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  1872,  when  'the 
Court  ruled  that  Earl  Beauchamp  was  not 
entitled  to  be  on  the  parliamentary  register. 

Peers  are  entitled  to  be  local  government 
electors,  and  peeresses  are  entitled  if  qualified 
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to  be  both  parliamentary  and  local  government 
electors. 

Aliens. 

No  alien  is  entitled  either  to  be  registered 
or  to  vote  as  a  parliamentary  or  a  local  govern- 
ment elector,  unless  he  or  she  have  obtained 
letters  of  naturalisation.  These  can  only  be 
obtained  from  the  Home  Secretary,  and  it  is 
in  his  discretion  whether  they  are  issued  or  not. 
The  applicant  for  naturalisation  must  have 
resided  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  at  least 
five  years  previous  to  the  application,  or  have 
served  the  Crown  for  five  years,  and  must 
declare  his  or  her  intention  of  continuing  to 
reside  in  the  United  Kingdom,  or  in  the  service 
of  the  Crown.  In  the  Colonies  certificates  of 
naturalisation  are  issued  to  residents  under 
varying  conditions.  Such  certificates,  however, 
only  apply  to  the  Colony  in  which  they  are 
issued,  and  in  no  case  can  apply  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  Thus  a  German  obtaining  letters 
of  naturalisation  in  Australia,  and  obtaining 
all  the  rights  of  British  citizenship  there,  on 
coming  to  England  is  still  an  alien  here,  and 
unless  he  obtains  the  Home  Secretary's  letter 
of  naturalisation  is  not  entitled  to  the  franchise. 
A  woman  who  is  a  British  subject  and  marries 
an  alien  becomes  herself  an  alien,  not  only 


DISQUALIFICATIONS  33 

during  her  husband's  lifetime,  but  after  his 
death.  She  may  be  readmitted  to  British  rights 
after  her  husband's  death  by  certificate  and  by 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  If  the  widow 
marries  a  British  subject  she  regains  her  position 
as  a  British  subject. 

Any  person  born  within  His  Majesty's 
dominions  is  from  the  moment  of  his  birth  a 
British  subject,  whatever  may  be  the  nationality 
of  either  or  both  of  his  parents,  and  however 
temporary  and  casual  the  circumstances  deter- 
mining the  locality  of  his  birth  may  have  been. 
The  child  of  an  alien  being  born  in  any  part 
of  His  Majesty's  dominions  which  is  at  the 
time  in  hostile  occupation  is  not  a  British 
subject. 

Where  by  conquest  or  cession  territory  is 
acquired,  the  born  alien  becomes  a  British  sub- 
ject, just  as  in  the  converse  case,  where  territory 
ceases  to  belong  to  the  Crown,  the  born  British 
subject  becomes  an  alien. 

A  person  born  on  a  British  man-of-war, 
wherever  the  ship  may  be,  or  born  on  a  British 
merchant  vessel  on  the  high  seas,  is  British 
born  ;  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  a  person 
born  on  a  British  ship  in  a  foreign  port,  or  on 
board  a  foreign  ship  in  British  waters,  is  British 
born. 

All  lawful  children  whose  fathers  are  at  the 

R.V.  n 
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time  of  their  birth  natural  born  subjects  are 
natural  born  subjects,  no  matter  where  they 
are  born,  providing  that  their  fathers  are  not 
in  the  service  of  a  hostile  State,  or  are  excluded 
from  this  country  on  the  ground  of  high 
treason. 

A  person  whose  father  or  paternal  grandfather 
was  born  within  the  King's  dominions  is  a 
natural  born  British  subject  although  he  himself 
was  born  abroad. 

The  lawful  children  of  the  King's  Ambassador, 
wherever  born,  are  British  subjects,  or  any 
person  born  at  the  Embassy,  of  whatever 
parentage,  for  the  British  Embassy  buildings 
are  a  part  of  the  British  dominions. 

A  child  born  in  a  foreign  country,  whether 
before  or  after  the  naturalisation  of  its  parents, 
who  during  infancy  becomes  resident  with  its 
parents  in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom  is 
a  naturalised  British  subject. 

Conversely,  a  British  born  subject  becomes 
an  alien  (i)  if  he  remains  in  territory  newly 
ceded  to  a  foreign  power  ;  (2)  by  voluntary 
naturalisation  in  the  country  in  which  he  is 
residing  ;  (3)  if  his  father  or  mother  become 
aliens. 

In  any  of  these  cases  a  person  may  resume 
his  or  her  nationality  by  naturalisation. 

Service  in  the  army,  navy,  or  Government 
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service  does  not  of  itself  give  the  rights  of 
naturalisation,  although  in  all  such  cases  the 
oath  of  allegiance  must  have  been  taken. 

Felons. 

Any  person  who  has  been  convicted  of  treason 
or  felony  and  has  been  sentenced  to  death, 
penal  servitude,  or  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour,  for  a  term  exceeding  twelve  months, 
is  incapable  of  being  registered  or  of  voting 
until  he  has  served  the  term  imposed  upon 
him  or  any  other  punishment  substituted  for 
the  original  sentence,  or  has  received  a  free 
pardon. 

Pardon  under  the  Great  Seal  absolutely  clears 
such  a  person  and  all  his  rights  are  restored  to 
him. 

Lunatics  and  Idiots. 

Persons  not  of  sound  mind  and  who  have 
been  so  found  after  inquisition  are  not  entitled. 

Corrupt  Practices. 

Persons  found  guilty  of  any  corrupt  practice 
at  a  parliamentary  or  local  government  election 
are  incapacitated  from  being  registered  for 
seven  years  from  the  date  of  their  Conviction. 
Persons  convicted  of  illegal  practices  at  elections 

D   2 
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are  incapacitated  from  being  registered  for  five 
years  from  the  date  of  conviction. 

Conscientious  Objectors. 

Any  man  who  during  the  present  war  is  a 
conscientious  objector  to  military  service  is 
disqualified  from  being  registered  as  an  elector, 
and  from  voting  during  the  war  and  for  five 
years  thereafter,  unless  before  the  expiration 
of  one  year  after  the  termination  of  the  war  he 
proves  to  the  Central  Tribunal  as  established 
for  the  purpose  of  the  Military  Service  Act,  1916, 
that  he  has  : — 

(a)  During  the  continuance  of  the  war  taken 

up,  and  as  far  as  reasonably  practicable 
continued,  service  which  constitutes  a 
naval  or  military  voter  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act. 

(b)  Having    been    exempted    from    military 

service  on  condition  of  doing  work  of 
national  importance,  he  has  done  such 
work  in  accordance  with  the  decision 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  appropriate 
tribunal  or  authority. 

(c)  Having  obtained  an  absolute  exemption 

from  military  service  without  any  such 
condition,  he  has  nevertheless,  either 
before  or  after  the  passing  of  the  Act, 
been  engaged  in,  and  as  far  as  reasonably 
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practicable  continued,  some  work  of 
national  importance  and  obtains  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  Central  Tribunal  to 
that  effect. 

These  provisions  apply  not  only  to  con- 
scientious objectors  who  have  been  exempted 
from  all  military  service  on  the  ground  of  con- 
scientious objection,  but  to  those  who  have  been 
convicted  by  court-martial  of  an  offence  against 
military  law  and  have  represented  that  the 
offence  was  the  result  of  conscientious  objec- 
tion to  military  service  and  have  therefor 
been  sentenced  to  imprisonment  or  detention. 
[Sect.  9.] 

Interned  Persons. 

British  subjects  who  for  some  reason  have 
been  interned  in  the  United  Kingdom  by  order 
of  the  Home  Secretary  would  doubtless  be  dis- 
qualified to  be  registered  during  the  period  of 
their  internment. 

Before  the  passing  of  this  Act  election  agents, 
sub-agents,  clerks  and  messengers  and  polling 
agents  who  were  paid  for  their  services  were 
prohibited  by  statute  from  voting ;  such  pro- 
hibition is  withdrawn  by  this  Act.  [Sect.  9, 
sub-sect.  4.] 

Notice  to  quit  puts  an  end  to  a  tenancy,  and 
ordinarily  a  person  retaining  possession  after 
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such  notice  would  be  a  trespasser  and  not  en- 
titled to  be  registered  as  a  tenant.  The  Act, 
however,  provides  that  residence  in  a  house  or 
occupation  of  a  house  shall  not  be  deemed  to  be 
interrupted  by  reason  only  of  notice  to  quit 
being  served  and  possession  being  demanded  by 
the  landlord  of  the  house.  It  will  be  noted  that 
this  provision  only  applies  to  a  house,  not  to 
land  or,  presumably,  business  premises.  [Sect.  7.] 


CHAPTER  III 

REGISTRATION 

Registration  Officer. 

EACH  parliamentary  borough  and  each  parlia- 
mentary county  is  a  registration  area,  and  the 
clerk  of  the  county  council  where  the  adminis- 
trative county  wholly  contains  or  is  coterminous 
with  the  area  of  a  parliamentary  county  is  the 
registration  officer  for  the  area.  Where  the 
parliamentary  borough  is  coterminous  with  or 
wholly  contained  in  one  municipal  borough, 
the  town  clerk  of  the  borough  is  the  registration 
officer. 

In  any  other  case  such  clerk  of  the  county 
council  or  town  clerk  for  the  area,  as  the  Local 
Government  Board  may  direct,  is  to  be  the 
registration  officer  of  such  county  or  borough. 
[Sect.  12.] 

Where  the  registration  area  is  coterminous 
with  an  urban  district  which  is  a  parliamentary 
borough,  the  clerk  of  the  urban  district  council 
is  the  registration  officer. 

In  the  City  of  London  the  registration  officer 
is  to  be  the  secondary.  [Sect.  16.] 
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The  registration  officer  may  appoint  deputy 
registration  officers  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  Local  Government  Board. 

Where  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  clerk 
of  the  county  council  or  town  clerk  who  is  a 
registration  officer,  the  duties  of  his  office  may 
be  performed  by  a  person  temporarily  appointed 
for  that  purpose  by  the  chairman  of  the  county 
council  or  mayor  of  the  borough,  or  in  case  of 
an  urban  district  area  coterminous  with  a 
parliamentary  borough,  by  the  chairman  of  the 
council.  [Sect.  12.] 

The  registration  officer  must  compile  a  spring 
register  and  an  autumn  register  each  year.  If 
a  registration  officer  refuses,  neglects,  or  fails 
without  reasonable  cause  to  perform  any  of  his 
duties,  he  is  liable  on  summary  conviction  to 
a  fine  not  exceeding  £100.  [Sect.  13.] 

The  registration  officer  may  call  upon  the 
overseers  of  any  parish  to  prepare  the  list  of 
electors  for  their  registration  unit,  and  if  required, 
to  furnish  information  to  the  registration  officer 
respecting  persons  resident  or  occupying  land 
or  premises  in  their  parish,  or  the  removal  of 
any  person  from  the  parish.  [Sched.  L,  rule  7.] 
The  cost  of  the  registration  work  performed 
by  the  registration  officer  will  be  defrayed  by 
the  county  council  out  of  the  county  fund,  and 
in  the  case  of  a  borough  council  out  of  the 
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borough  fund  or  borough  rate,  or  where  there 
is  no  borough  fund  or  borough  rate,  out  of 
the  fund  or  rate  out  of  which  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  council  of  the  borough  are  paid. 
[Sect.  15.] 

Where  the  registration  area  is  not  coterminous 
with  or  wholly  contained  in  the  area  of  a  county 
council  or  borough  council,  there  shall  be  made 
such  contributions  by  the  council  of  any  other 
county  or  borough  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  direct.  [Sect.  15.] 

The  expenses  of  a  registration  officer  are  to 
include  all  proper  and  reasonable  charges  for 
trouble,  care  and  attention  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties,  as  well  as  any  costs  incurred  by 
him  as  party  to  an  appeal.  [Sect.  15.] 

The  Treasury  will  frame  a  maximum  scale 
of  registration  expenses  applicable  to  all  or  any 
classes  of  those  expenses.  Where  any  question 
arises  whether  any  expenses  incurred  by  the 
registration  officer  are  of  a  class  to  which  the 
scale  is  not  applicable  have  been  properly 
incurred,  the  Local  Government  Board  is  to 
decide  the  question,  and  their  decision  is  final. 
[Sect.  15.] 

The  reasonable  expenses  of  the  overseers  who 
have  been  directed  to  prepare  the  lists  for  their 
unit,  which  will  include  reasonable  remuneration 
to  the  assistant  overseers  or  other  paid  officer, 
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will  be  paid  by  the  registration  officer  as  part 
of  his  registration  expenses.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  7.] 
One  half  of  the  expenses  will  be  paid  by  the 
council  and  the  other  half  by  money  provided 
by  Parliament  to  the  council.  [Sect.  15.]  Pro- 
vision is  made  for  compensation  to  assistant 
overseers  who  suffer  any  direct  pecuniary  loss 
in  consequence  of  the  Act.  [Sect.  18.] 

Lists. 

The  registration  officer  is  to  cause  a  house- 
to-house  inquiry  or  other  sufficient  inquiry  to 
be  made  to  ascertain  the  names  of  all  voters 
qualified  to  be  registered,  both  for  the  spring 
and  the  autumn  registers.  He  may  also  issue 
a  householders'  return,  and  the  failure  of  any 
person  to  whom  this  is  directed  to  give  the 
required  information  renders  the  person  liable 
to  a  fine  of  £20.  [Sched.  L,  rule  35.] 

The  lists  are  to  be  made  out  in  alphabetical 
order  of  names  in  counties  unless  otherwise 
ordered,  and  in  street  order  in  boroughs  unless 
otherwise  ordered.  [Sched.  L,  rule  4.] 

The  county  authority  whose  clerk  is  the 
registration  officer  have  power  to  order  any 
area  forming  a  registration  unit  to  be  prepared 
in  street  order,  and  this  will  probably  be  done 
in  cases  where  in  towns  or  urban  districts  the 
list  could  be  more  conveniently  arranged  in 
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street  order  rather  than  in  alphabetical  order 
of  names.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  4.]  There  is,  how- 
ever, no  appeal  from  their  decision  on  the 
matter  in  question.  Most  boroughs  would 
prefer  street  order,  and  will  not  therefore  require 
any  order  to  prepare  the  lists  otherwise. 

The  lists  will  be  made  out  (i)  of  persons  who 
are  both  parliamentary  and  local  government 
electors  ;  (2)  of  those  who  are  parliamentary 
electors  only  ;  (3)  of  those  who  are  local  govern- 
ment electors  only  ;  (4)  of  absent  voters  (naval 
and  military).  This  latter  list  will  be  a  supple- 
ment to  the  other  lists,  and  will  not  necessitate 
the  removal  of  the  names  contained  in  it  from  any 
other  part  of  the  register.  It  will  be  made  up 
according  to  polling  districts.  [Sched.  i,  rule  3.] 

The  registration  officer  will  arrange  for  a 
survey  of  each  parish  or  other  area. 

The  rate-book  will  be  found  useful  in  arranging 
such  survey.  A  house-to-house  visitation  will 
be  made  to  ascertain  the  names  of  persons 
qualified  to  be  registered. 

Each  occupier  or  householder  will  be  supplied 
with  a  form  to  be  filled  up  by  him  (Form  A).  In 
the  case  of  houses  let  out  in  flats  or  wholly  or 
partly  in  unfurnished  rooms,  the  form  should 
be  left  with  each  occupier. 

Where  buildings  are  let  out  in  suites  of  offices, 
or  the  building  contains  a  number  of  separate 
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dwellings,  as,  e.g.,  model  buildings,  information 
from  the  owner  or  agent  for  the  property  may 
be  first  obtained.  For  this  purpose  Form  B 
must  be  used.  When  the  information  has  been 
so  obtained,  Form  A  may  then  be  left  with  each 
occupier. 

The  form  thus  left  should  be  called  for  by 
the  official  issuing  the  form,  so  that  he  may  see 
that  the  form  has  been  properly  filled  up. 

The  lists,  when  compiled,  will  show  in  column  2 
the  surname  and  other  names  of  the  voter. 
Column  3  will  give  the  address  or  description 
of  the  premises  occupied  on  the  last  day  of  the 
qualifying  period.  [In  1918  this  is  April  I5th.] 

Where  the  voter  does  not  reside  on  the 
premises  the  actual  address  of  the  voter  should 
be  given  in  column  3.  Where  there  is  no  settled 
address  there  should  be  inserted  an  address  to 
which  postal  communications  can  be  sent. 
Thus  (abode,  34,  Duke  Street,  Exeter). 

Lists  made  out  in  alphabetical  order  should 
not  have  the  name  of  the  parish  repeated  in 
the  list  as  part  of  the  address. 

Where  the  lists  are  made  out  in  street  order 
the  name  of  the  street  in  which  the  qualifying 
premises  are  situate  should  be  inserted  as  a 
cross-heading,  and  the  name  and  number  of 
the  premises  only  should  be  inserted  opposite 
the  entry.  See  example  i,  p.  52,  53. 
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In  Division  I.,  column  4  will  show  the  nature 
of  the  qualification  thus  : — 

R  =  residence  qualification. 

B  P  =  business  premises. 

O  =  occupation  qualification. 

H  O  =  qualification  by  virtue  of  a  husband's  occupa- 
tion qualification. 

N  M  =  naval  or  military  voter. 

Division  I.,  column  4,  will  be  subdivided  into  two 
parts  for  parliamentary  and  local  government  purposes. 

A  man  residing  in  and  occupying  the  qualifying 
premises,  whether  business  premises  or  not,  the  entry 
will  be  marked  R  in  the  first  subdivision  and  O  in  the 
second. 

A  man  qualified  for  business  premises  not  resident 
on  the  qualifying  property  will  have  the  entry  marked 
B  P  in  the  first  subdivision  and  O  in  the  second  sub- 
division. 

A  naval  or  military  voter  in  the  occupation  of  premises 
will  have  the  entry  marked  N  M  and  O. 

A  woman  resident  with  her  husband  in  premises 
occupied  by  him,  or  the  wife  of  a  naval  or  military  voter, 
who  would  have  resided  with  her  husband  but  for  his 
absence  on  service,  will  be  marked  in  each  subdivision 
HO. 

A  woman  occupier  of  a  dwelling-house  or  of  other 
property  of  the  value  of  £5  yearly  will  be  entered  as  O  in 
each  subdivision. 

A  service  voter  or  a  person  occupying  unfurnished 
rooms  will  be  marked  in  the  case  of  a  man  R  and  O,  in 
the  case  of  a  woman  O  and  O  respectively. 

In  Division  II.  only  single  entries  will  be 
made  : — 

The  fourth  column  will  be  marked  to  show  the  nature 
of  the  qualification  thus : — 

Where  a  man  resides  on  the  premises  the  entry  will 
be  =  R. 
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A  naval  or  military  voter  =  N  M. 

A  woman,  wife  of  a  man  occupying  land  or  premises 
(not  a  dwelling-house),  where  the  value  is  not  less  than 
£5  yearly  =  H  O.  See  Example  II.,  pp.  51,  53. 

In  Division  III.,  column  4,  the  entry  will 
ordinarily  be  —  O.  See  Example  III.,  p.  53. 

The  registration  officer,  before  registering  any 
person  as  an  elector,  may,  if  he  thinks  it  neces- 
sary, require  that  person  either  to  produce  a 
certificate  of  birth,  or,  if  that  is  not  practicable 
or  convenient,  to  make  a  statutory  declaration 
that  such  person  has  attained  the  required  age. 
He  may  also  require  that  person  to  produce 
a  certificate  of  naturalisation  or  to  make  a 
statutory  declaration  that  he  or  she  is  a  British 
subject. 

If  a  declaration  is  so  required,  any  fee 
payable  in  connection  therewith  shall  be  paid 
by  the  registration  officer  as  part  of  his 
registration  expenses  and  the  declaration  shall 
be  exempt  from  stamp  duty.  [Sched.  I., 
rule  37.] 

Where  for  the  purpose  of  the  provisions  of 
this  Act  any  person  requires  a  certificate  of 
birth,  that  person  shall,  on  presenting  a  written 
requisition  in  the  prescribed  form  and  con- 
taining the  prescribed  particulars,  and  on  pay- 
ment of  sixpence,  be  entitled  to  obtain  a 
certified  copy  of  any  entry  of  the  birth  of  that 
person  in  the  birth  register  under  the  hand  of 
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the  registrar  or  the  superintendent  registrar 
having  the  custody  thereof,  and  forms  of  requi- 
sition for  the  purpose  shall  on  application  be 
supplied  without  charge  by  every  registrar 
of  births  and  deaths  and  by  every  superintendent 
registrar.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  38.] 

For  the  purpose  of  the  compilation  of  the 
lists  the  registration  officer  shall,  subject  to 
such  directions  as  the  Local  Government  Board 
may  give,  have  access  to  the  National  Register 
compiled  under  the  National  Registration  Act, 
1915.  [Sched.  L,  rule  36.] 

In  addition  to  the  lists  so  compiled  by  the 
registration  officer,  he  must  publish,  together 
with  those  lists,  the  corrupt  and  illegal  practices 
list  (if  any)  of  persons  Who  have  been  convicted 
of  corrupt  or  illegal  practices  at  any  election. 
[Sched.  L,  rule  8.] 

At  the  time  of  publishing  the  lists  the  regis- 
tration officer  shall  also  publish  a  notice  specify- 
ing the  mode  in  which,  and  the  time  within 
which,  claims  and  objections  are  to  be  made. 
[Sched.  L,  rule  6.] 

The  names  of  naval  and  military  voters 
serving  in  His  Majesty's  forces  in  the  navy, 
army  or  air  service  will  be  supplied  to  the 
registration  officer  by  the  Admiralty,  Army 
Council  and  Air  Council,  together  'with  such 
particulars  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
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purpose  of  their  registration.    [Sched.   I.,  rule 
18.] 

The  registration  officer  will  prepare  and  add 
as  a  supplement  to  the  register  a  separate  list 
of  absent  voters  for  the  whole  registration  area, 
or  where  the  area  includes  more  than  one  con 
stituency,  for  each  constituency  in  the  area. 
Every  such  list  will  be  made  up  according  to 
polling  districts.  Such  names,  however,  will 
not  be  removed  from  any  other  part  of  the 
register.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  3.] 

In  the  City  of  London  a  freeman  who  is  a 
liveryman  of  one  of  the  companies,  who  is 
entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  parliamentary 
elector  in  respect  of  a  business  premises  quali- 
fication in  the  City  of  London,  shall  be  entitled, 
if  he  thinks  fit,  to  be  entered  in  a  separate  list 
of  liverymen  in  the  register  of  parliamentary 
electors  and  to  record  his  vote  for  parliament 
as  a  liveryman.  [Sect.  17.] 

Freemen  of  any  borough,  if  the  council  of 
the  borough  so  resolve,  may  in  like  manner 
be  registered  if  they  possess  a  business  premises 
qualification  in  the  borough.  [Sect.  17.] 

This  does  not  give  a  qualification  to  vote 
as  liveryman  or  freeman  apart  from  any 
other  qualification,  nor  is  it  a  second  vote, 
but  was  only  introduced  into  the  Act  to 
satisfy  a  sentimental  objection  to  entirely 
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abolishing    privileges    which    had    existed    for 
centuries. 

Publication  of  Lists. 

The  lists  must  be  available  for  inspection  by 
the  public  in  the  office  of  the  registration  officer 
and  in  the  chief  post  office  (subject  to  authori- 
sation by  the  Postmaster  General)  of  the  area 
forming  the  registration  unit,  or  in  some 
other  convenient  place  in  the  parish  or  regis- 
tration unit.  They  must  be  published  in  the 
year  1918  on  or  before  June  2gth  ;  in  other 
years  on  or  before  February  ist  and  August  ist 
respectively. 

Previously  the  lists  were  published  by  being 
placed  on  some  part  of  all  churches  or  chapels, 
often  in  positions  where  the  public  could  not 
conveniently  inspect  them,  and  sometimes 
screened  by  wire  or  otherwise,  so  that  although 
technically  published,  they  were  not  available 
for  inspection. 

This  rule  applies  not  only  to  the  original  lists 
of  voters,  but  to  lists  of  persons  claiming  to 
have  their  names  inserted  in  the  lists,  and  of 
persons  to  whom  objection  has  been  made. 
Where  lists  have  been  destroyed,  mutilated  or 
defaced,  they  are  to  be  replaced  with  other 
copies. 

Any  person  is  entitled  to  inspect  the  lists  in 

R.V.  E 
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the  office  of  the  registration  officer  and  to  take 
extracts. 

The  registration  officer  is  to  supply  any 
person  with  copies  of  any  list  upon  payment  of 
the  prescribed  fees.  The  custom  heretofore  has 
been  in  most  places  for  the  overseers  to  supply 
political  party  agents  with  copies  of  the  lists 
free  of  any  charge,  on  the  ground  that  such 
agents  render  them  services  in  the  compila- 
tion of  the  lists.  Probably  registration  officers 
may  be  induced  to  follow  this  custom.  It 
could  be  regarded  as  part  of  their  registration 
expenses. 

The  registrar  of  deaths  will,  as  heretofore, 
supply  the  registration  officer,  through  the 
overseers,  with  lists  of  deaths  in  their  area. 
[41  &  42  Viet.  c.  26,  s.  ii.] 

Non-publication  of  any  document  does  not 
invalidate  the  document.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  3.] 
If  no  list  of  electors  is  prepared  for  any 
area  or  part  of  an  area,  the  register  in 
force  continues  to  be  the  register  for  that  area 
or  part  of  the  area  where  the  default  has  been 
made. 

This,  however,  does  not  exonerate  the  regis- 
tration officer  from  the  penalties  attaching  to 
his  default.  [Sect,  n.] 
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SPECIMEN  FORMS  OF  LISTS. 
(ALPHABETICAL  ORDER.) 

Division  I. 
Polling  District  D.     Parish  of  Cor  ting. 


(I) 

Num- 
ber. 

Names  in  full 
(Surname  first). 

Residence  or  Pro- 
perty occupied,  and 
Abode  of  Non-resi- 
dent Occupier. 

Nature  of 
Qualification. 

if 

ill 

^3a 

Brown,  Arthur  John 
Carter,  Jessica 

Carter,  William     .  . 
Green,  Samuel 

Matthews,  Mabel  .  . 

High  Court  Farm 
Rose  Cottage, 
Burley  Lane 
Ditto 
Shop,  Church 
Road  (abode, 
34,  Duke  St., 
Exeter) 
Stonej;House 

R 
HO 

NM 
BP 

0 

o 

HO 

O 
O 

0 

Division  II. 
Polling  District  D.     Parish  of  Corting. 


Num- 
ber. 

(2) 
Names  in  full 
(Surname  first). 

Residence  or  Pro- 
perty occupied,  and 
Abode  of  Non-resi- 
dent Occupier. 

(4) 
Nature 
of 
Qualifi- 
cation. 

Archer,  Henry  John  .  . 
Brown,  James  Arthur 
Green,  Florence  Emily 

Bell  Inn 
High  Court  Farm 
Shop,   Church 
Road  (abode,  34, 
Duke  Street, 
Exeter) 

R 

NM 
HO 

E2 
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Division  III. 
Polling  District  D.    Parish  of  Carting. 


Num- 
ber. 

(2) 
Names  in  full 
(Surname  first). 

Residence  or  Pro- 
perty occupied, 
and  Abode  of  Non- 
resident Occupier. 

(4) 
Nature 

of 
Qualifi- 
cation. 

Black,  Violet  Hester     .  . 
Jones,  Joshua 

Orchid  Villa 
Land,  Plough 
Lane  (abode, 
15,  Diamond 
Terrace,  Ilches- 
ter) 

o 
o 

(STREET  ORDER.) 

Division  I. 
Polling  District  D.     Parish  of  Corting. 


(4) 

(3) 

Nature  of 

(I) 

(2) 

Residence  or  Pro- 

Qualification. 

Num- 
ber. 

Names  in  full 
(Surname  first). 

perty  occupied.and 
Abode  of  Non-resi- 
dent Occupier. 

if 

i|* 

QUEEN  STREET. 

Matthews,  Mabel  .  . 

21 

0 

O 

Green,  Samuel     .  . 

22  (abode,  34, 

BP 

0 

Duke  Street, 

Exeter) 

Carter,  Jessica 

23 

HO 

HO 

Carter,  William  .  . 

23 

NM 

O 

Smith,   Clarence 

24 

R 

0 

John 

Smith,  Elizabeth.. 

24 

HO 

HO 

Brown,  Arthur  John 

25 

R 

0 
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Division  II. 
Polling.\Disirict  D.     Parish  of  Corting. 


(3) 

(4) 

(I) 

(2) 

Residence  or  Pro- 

Nature 

Num- 
ber. 

Names  in  full 
(Surname  first). 

perty  occupied,  and 
Abode  of  Non-resi- 

of 
Qualifi- 

dent Occupier. 

cation. 

QUEEN  STREET. 

Green,  Florence  Emily 

22  (abode,  34, 

HO 

Duke  Street, 

Exeter) 

Brown,  James  Arthur 

25 

NM 

Archer,  Henry  John 

Bell  Inn 

R 

Division  III. 
Polling  District  D.     Parish  of  Corting. 


(3) 

(4) 

(I) 

(2) 

Residence  or  Property 

Nature 

Num- 

Names in  full 

occupied,  and  Abode 

of 

ber. 

(Surname  first). 

of  Non-resident 
Occupier. 

Qualifi- 
cation. 

QUEEN  STREET. 

Jones,  Joshua 

22,  Stables 
(abode,  15,  Dia- 

o 

mond  Terrace, 

Ilchester) 

Black,  Violet  Hester 

26 

o 
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University  Lists. 

The  governing  body  of  the  university  shall 
cause  a  register  to  be  kept  in  such  form  and 
made  up,  if  desired,  to  such  dates  as  they  may 
direct,  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  in  respect  of 
a  qualification  at  their  university. 

They  must  allow  any  person  at  any  reasonable 
time  to  inspect  and  take  extracts  from  the 
register  so  made.  [Sect.  19.] 

The  governing  body  of  a  university  may 
direct  that  a  person  who  before  the  passing  of 
the  Act  has  received  a  degree,  but  was  not 
entitled  to  vote  in  respect  thereof,  shall  have 
no  right  to  be  registered  unless  he  makes  a 
claim  for  the  purpose. 

There  is  no  special  provision  in  the  Act  for 
objection  to  the  register  compiled  by  the 
governing  body,  but  possibly,  as  persons  are 
allowed  to  inspect  and  take  extracts  from  such 
register^  rules  may  be  framed  to  deal  with  this 
matter. 

Claims. 
Claims. 

Persons  who  are  entitled  to  be  registered, 
but  whose  names  do  not  appear  on  the  lists 
published  by  the  registration  officer,  or  whose 
names,  etc.,  are  incorrectly  described  in  such 
lists,  may  claim  to  have  their  names  inserted 
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in  the  list,  or  to  have  the  names  or  other 
particulars  properly  described.  The  last  date 
for  sending  in  such  claims  is,  in  the  year 
1918,  July  I7th  ;  in  other  years  the  last  dates 
for  the  sending  in  of  claims  are  February 
i8th  and  August  i8th  respectively.  [Sched.  I., 
rule  9.] 

These  claims  must  be  sent  to  the  registration 
officer.  They  may  be  sent  by  post. 

The  form  of  claim  must  contain  a  declaration 
of  the  qualification  of  the  claimant  to  be  regis- 
tered, including  a  declaration  that  the  claimant 
has  attained  the  required  age  and  is  a  British 
subject ;  also  of  the  character  in  which  the 
claimant  desires  to  be  registered,  either  as  a  par- 
liamentary elector  or  a  local  government  elector, 
and  if  the  claim  is  for  a  non-residential  quali- 
fication a  declaration  of  address,  or  where  the 
person  has  no  settled  residence  an  address  to 
which  communications  may  be  sent.  False 
declarations  render  the  claimant  liable  to  a 
penalty.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  10.] 

Claims  made  on  behalf  of  a  claimant  by 
another  person  will  not  be  added  to  the  register 
unless  the  registration  officer  has  had  proved  to 
his  satisfaction  that  the  matters  stated  in  the 
claim  and  declaration  are  correct.  [Sched.  L, 
rule  10.] 

Forms  of  claim  may  be  obtained  from  the 
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registration  officer  free  of  charge.  [Sched.  I., 
rule  32.] 

The  registration  officer  shall  allow  any  person 
to  inspect  or  take  extracts  from  any  list  of 
electors  or  any  claim  made  to  be  entered  on 
those  lists  free  of  charge.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  33.] 

Copies  of  lists  or  of  claims  are  to  be  supplied 
by  the  registration  officer  on  payment  of  the 
prescribed  fee.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  33.] 

Absent  Voters. 

Where  any  person  is  entitled  to  be  registered 
as  a  parliamentary  elector  he  may,  not  later 
than  July  i7th  in  1918,  and  in  other  years  on 
or  before  February  i8th  and  August  i8th, 
claim  to  be  placed  on  the  absent  voters'  list ; 
and  the  registration  officer,  if  satisfied  that 
there  is  a  probability  that  the  claimant,  if  regis- 
tered, by  reason  of  the  nature  of  his  occupation, 
service,  or  employment,  may  be  debarred  from 
voting  at  a  poll  at  parliamentary  elections  held 
during  the  time  the  register  is  in  force,,  shall 
place  the  claimant  on  the  absent  voters'  list. 
[Sched.  I.,  rule  16.] 

This  provision  will  probably  be  considered 
desirable  by  persons  such  as  guards  and  engine- 
drivers  on  long-distance  trains,  commercial 
travellers  and  others  whose  occupation  takes 
them  away  from  home  for  lengthened  periods 
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and  makes  it  impossible  for  them  to  be  in  their 
constituency  at  times  during  which  a  poll  could 
be  held. 

Where  a  naval  or  military  voter  is  on  the 
absent  voters'  list  (where  he  is  placed  without 
making  a  claim),  such  voter  may  give  notice 
to  the  registration  officer  that  he  does  not  desire 
to  be  placed  on  the  list.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  17.] 

Where  a  naval  or  military  voter  has  claimed 
for  an  actual  residence  qualification  the  regis- 
tration officer  is  not  to  place  his  name  on  the 
absent  voters'  list.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  17.] 

The  registration  officer  must  keep  a  record 
of  addresses  of  all  persons  whose  names  have 
been  furnished  by  the  Admiralty  or  Army 
Council  as  the  address  for  the  time  being  of 
the  voter,  so  that  instructions  may  be  sent  to 
the  absent  voter  relating  to  the  mode  of  voting. 
[Sched.  I.,  rule  19.] 

The  registration  officer  must  publish  the  list 
of  claims  in  1918  not  later  than  July  25th  ;  in 
any  other  year  not  later  than  February  24th 
and  August  24th  respectively.  [Sched.  I., 
rule  ii.] 

The  registration  officer  will  consider  all  claims 
of  which  notice  is  given  to  him  in  accordance 
with  the  rules  contained  in  Sched.  I.  of  the  Act. 
If  no  notice  of  objection  has  been  given  to  a 
claim,  and  he  considers  that  the  claim  may  be 
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allowed  without  further  inquiry,  he  will  give 
the  claimant  notice  that  his  claim  is  allowed. 

If  on  the  other  hand  the  registration  officer 
is  not  satisfied  that  the  claimant  is  entitled, 
he  must  give  the  claimant  at  least  five  clear 
days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  at  which 
the  claim  will  be  considered  by  him.  [Sched.  I., 
rule  21.] 

Where  objection  has  been  lodged  to  a  claimant 
he  will  notify  such  claimant  by  sending  him  a 
copy  of  the  objection.  He  will  also  give  to  the 
objector  and  the  person  objected  to  at  least 
five  clear  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  at 
which  the  objection  will  be  considered  by  him. 
[Sched.  I.,  rule  20.] 

Lists  of  objections  to  claims  must  be  pub- 
lished in  1918  on  July  3ist ;  in  other  years  as 
soon  as  practicable  after  March  7th  and  Sep- 
tember 4th.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  15.] 

The  revising  barrister  having  been  abolished, 
the  registration  officer  practically  takes  his  place 
in  dealing  with  the  lists  he  is  responsible  for, 
allowing  or  disallowing  claims  and  objections 
to  those  lists,  subject  to  the  right  of  appeal  to 
the  county  court. 

Under  previous  registration  law  a  person  who 
made  a  frivolous  or  vexatious  claim  was  liable 
to  pay  costs  to  the  objector  ;  there  is,  however, 
no  such  power  given  by  the  Act.  As  all  claims 
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have  a  declaration  attached  dealing  with  age 
and  nationality,  possibly  it  was  not  thought 
necessary  to  re-enact  this  part  of  the  old  regis- 
tration law.  As  to  the  hearing  of  objections 
to  claims,  see  separate  sub-heading,  •"  Objec- 
tions/' 

A  person  who  obtained  a  degree  before  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  but  who  was  not  entitled 
then  to  be  a  university  voter,  must  claim  to 
be  entered  on  the  register.  [Sect.  19.] 

Corrections. 

Where  the  registration  officer  considers  it 
necessary  to  make  any  correction  in  the  list 
he  has  compiled,  either  in  the  case  of  removal 
of  duplicates  or  amendment  of  name  or  descrip- 
tion of  the  voter,  and  where  such  correction  is 
not  by  way  of  claim  or  objection,  or  for  the 
purposes  of  correcting  a  clerical  error  only, 
he  must  give  notice  to  the  person  affected  by 
the  correction  so  as  to  give  him  an  opportunity 
of  objecting  thereto,  and  also,  if  necessary, 
notice  of  date  and  time  of  hearing  him  with 
respect  thereto.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  25.] 

No  misnomer  or  inaccurate  description  of  a 
person  or  place  on  any  list  will  destroy  a  voter's 
rights,  provided  that  the  person  or  place  is  so 
designated  as  to  be  commonly  understood.  This 
is  in  accordance  with  the  Registration  Act,  1843. 
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Where  a  list  of  voters  was  specified  as  "  the 
list  of  voters  for  the  Parish  of  St.  Thomas,  New 
Sarum,  in  the  Southern  Division  of  the  County 
of  Wilts/'  there  being  only  one  list  of  voters 
for  the  Southern  Division  of  the  County  of  Wilts 
in  the  Parish  of  St.  Thomas,  New  Sarum,  it  was 
held  that  the  notice  was  sufficient,  although  the 
more  correct  description  would  have  been  "  the 
list  of  voters  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Thomas,  New 
Sarum,  for  the  Southern  Division  of  the  County 
of  Wilts  "  :  Lambert  v.  Overseers  of  St.  Thomas, 
New  Sarum  (1852).  Form  of  claim  for  correction 
of  list,  see  p.  71. 

The  registration  officer  may,  in  the  case  of  a 
claim  or  objection,  transfer  the  name  of  a  voter 
from  a  list  in  which  he  is  not  entitled  to  be 
registered  to  another  list  in  which  he  is  entitled 
to  be  registered,  if  he  considers  it  desirable. 
[Sched.  I.,  rule  22.] 

Where  notices  of  objection  specified  the  lists 
to  which  the  objection  referred  as  the  occupiers' 
list  for  the  borough  without  specifying  the 
parish  referred  to  within  the  borough,  the 
notices  were  held  good  as  specifying  the  lists 
to  which  the  objection  referred  :  Mortlock  v. 
Farrer  (1879). 

In  an  earlier  case  the  objector  added  words 
by  way  of  specifying  the  list  referred  to  which 
were  not  necessary.  As  the  words  added  were 
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not  misleading,  the  Court  held  the  notice  to  be 
good  notwithstanding  the  addition  :  Allan  v. 
House  (1845). 

The  registration  officer  has  power  to  expunge 
the  names  of  persons  who  are  dead  or  subject 
to  any  legal  incapacity.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  23.] 
Also  to  expunge  duplicates.  He  must  also  place 
marks  against  the  name  of  a  voter  so  as  to 
secure  that  no  person  is  registered  as  a  parlia- 
mentary elector  more  than  once  in  the  same 
constituency,  or  as  a  local  government  elector 
in  respect  of  more  than  one  qualification  in  the 
same  borough  for  borough  elections,  or  same 
division  or  ward  for  county  council,  metro- 
politan borough  council,  or  urban  district 
council  elections,  or  in  the  same  parish  or  ward 
for  rural  district  council,  guardian,  or  parish 
elections.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  23.] 

A  voter  may,  however,  be  registered  in  dif- 
ferent divisions  or  wards,  except  in  the  case  of 
a  borough  council  where  he  is  only  entitled  to 
be  registered  once. 

Where  a  person  resides  outside  the  polling 
district  in  which  he  is  registered,  and  his  name 
appears  in  a  list  of  parliamentary  voters  of  any 
registration  unit  in  any  county  constituency 
or  district  of  boroughs,  he  may  claim  to  vote  at 
any  other  polling  place  within  the  Same  con- 
stituency. The  registration  officer  will  mark 
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the  list  in  such  a  manner  as  to  admit  such 
person  to  vote  at  the  polling  place  he  desires. 
[Sched.  I.,  rule  24.] 

FORMS  OF  CLAIM  TO  BE   REGISTERED. 

(i) 
First  Schedule,  Rules  9  and  10. 

MAN'S  PARLIAMENTARY  CLAIM  (RESIDENCE  QUALIFICATION). 

To  the  registration  officer 

for  the  constituency  of 

Address 

Claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Parliamentary  elector  in  respect 

of  a  residence  qualification. 
I  hereby  declare — 

(i)  that  I  claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Parliamentary 
elector  for  the  above  constituency  in  respect  of 
residence  at  * 


(2)  that  I  was  residing  at  the  qualifying  premises  on 

the  f  day  of  last,   and  have  resided 

at  the  qualifying  premises  during  the  whole  of 
the  six  months  ending  on  the  said  day  J  ; 

(3)  that  I  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one ; 

(4)  that  I  am  a  British  subject. 

Signed 

Date 

NOTE. — Any  false  declaration  made  for  the  purpose  of 
this  claim  will  render  the  claimant  liable  to  a  penalty. 

*  Here  insert  full  postal  address. 

f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 

J  See  instruction  at  foot  of  Form. 

INSTRUCTION  AS  TO  SUCCESSIVE  RESIDENCE. 

If  the  claimant's  residence  commenced  after  the* 

day  of   ,  19 ,  paragraph  (2)  must  be 

*  Here  insert  first  day  of  qualifying  period. 
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struck   out   and  the   following  paragraph   filled  in   and 

signed  : — 

(2)  I  hereby  declare  that  I  was  residing  at  the  quali- 
fying premises  on  the  *  day  of  last 
and  that  during  the  six  months  ending  on  the 
said  day  I  resided  as  follows  : — 
from                   to                   at  - 
from                   to                   at 
etc.                                         etc. 

Signed     

*  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 
(2) 

MAN'S   PARLIAMENTARY    CLAIM    (BUSINESS   PREMISES 
QUALIFICATION). 

To  the  registration  officer 

for  the  constituency  of 

Address      

Claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Parliamentary  elector  in  respect 

of  a  business  premises  qualification. 
I  hereby  declare — 

(i)  that  I  claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Parliamentary 
elector  for  the  above  constituency  in  respect 
of  the  occupation  of  the  following  business 
premises  * 


(2)  that  I  was  in  occupation  of  the  qualifying  premises 

on  the  f  day  of  last  and  have  been 

in  occupation  of  them  during  the  whole  of  the 
six  months  ending  on  the  said  day  J  ; 

(3)  that  the  qualifying  premises  were  occupied  by  me 

for   the   purpose   of   my   business   [profession] 

[trade]  as 

and  are  of  a  yearly  value  of  not  less  than  ten 
pounds ; 

*  Here  insert  full  postal  address  and  description  (e.g.,  shop  at. . . . ). 
f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period, 
i  See  instruction  at  foot  of  Form. 
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(4)  that  I  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one 

(5)  that  I  am  a  British  subject ; 

(6)  that  I  reside  at  * 


Signed  

Date 

NOTE. — Any  false  declaration  made  for  the  purpose  of 
this  claim  will  render  the  claimant  liable  to  a  penalty. 

*  Here  insert  full  postal  address  of  residence  or,  if  claimant  has 
no  settled  residence,  of  place  to  which  communications  may  be  sent. 

INSTRUCTION    AS    TO    SUCCESSIVE    OCCUPATION. 

If  the  claimant's  occupation  of  the  premises  commenced 
after    the    * day    of ,    19 ,    para- 

fraph  (2)  must  be  struck  out  and  the  following  paragraph 
lied  in  and  signed  : — 

(2)  I  hereby  declare  that  I  was  in  occupation  of  the 
qualifying  premises  on  the  f  day  of 

last  and  that  during  the  six  months  ending  on 
the  said  day  I  have  occupied  qualifying  premises 
for  the  purposes  of  my  business   [profession] 
[trade!  as  follows  : — 
from  to  at 

from  to  at 

etc.  etc. 

Signed  

*  Here  insert  first  day  of  qualifying  period, 
•f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 

(3) 
WOMAN'S  PARLIAMENTARY  CLAIM  (OWN  OCCUPATION). 

To  the  registration  officer 

for  the  constituency  of 

Address  

Claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Parliamentary  elector  in  respect 

of  own  occupation. 
I  hereby  declare — 

(i)  that  I  claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Parliamentary 
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elector  for  the  above  constituency  in  respect  of 
the  occupation  of  the  following  qualifying 
premises  * 


(2)  that  I  was  in  occupation  of  the  qualifying  premises 

on  the  f  day  of  last,  and  have  been 

in  occupation  of  them  during  the  whole  of  the 
six  months  ending  on  the  said  day  J  ; 

(3)  that  the  annual  value  of  the  qualifying  premises 

is  not  less  than  five  pounds  §  ; 

(4)  that  I  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  ; 

(5)  that  I  am  a  British  subject  ; 

(6)  that  I  reside  at  || 


Signed  

Date 

NOTE. — Any  false  declaration  made  for  the  purpose  of 
this  claim  will  render  the  claimant  liable  to  a  penalty. 

*  Here  insert  full  postal  address  and  description,  (e.g.,  land 

dwelling  house  at ,  shop  at ). 

f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 

J  See  instruction  at  foot  of  Form. 

§  Strike  out  this  paragraph  where  the  qualifying  premises  are  a 
dwelling  house. 

||  Here  insert  full  postal  address  of  residence  or,  if  claimant  has 
no  settled  residence,  of  place  to  which  communications  may  be  sent. 


INSTRUCTION   AS   TO  SUCCESSIVE   OCCUPATION. 

If  the  claimant's  occupation  of  the  premises  commenced 

after  the  * day  of ,  19 ,  paragraph  (2) 

must  be  struck  out  and  the  following  paragraph  filled  in 
and  signed : — 

(2)  I  hereby  declare  'that  I  was  in  occupation  of  the 
qualifying  premises  on  the  |  day  of 

last  and  that  during  the  six  months  ending  on 

*  Here  insert  first  day  of  qualifying  period. 
f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period- 

R.V.  F 
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the  said  day  I  occupied  qualifying  premises  as 

follows : — 

from  to  at 

from  to  at 

etc.  etc. 

Signed  


(4) 

WOMAN'S  PARLIAMENTARYCLAIM(HUSBAND'SOCCUPATION). 

To  the  registration  officer 

for  the  constituency  of    

Address 


Claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Parliamentary  elector  in  respect 

of  husband's  occupation. 
I  hereby  declare — 

(i)  that  I  claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Parliamentary 
elector  in  respect  of  the  occupation  by  my 
husband  of  the  following  qualifying  premises  * 


(2)  that  my  husband  was  in  occupation  of  the  qualify- 

ing  premises  on  the  f  day  of  last, 

and  has  been  in  occupation  of  them  during  the 
whole  of  the  six  months  ending  on  the  said 
day}; 

(3)  that  the  annual  value  of  the  qualifying  premises 

is  not  less  than  five  pounds  §  ; 

(4)  that  I  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty ; 

(5)  that  I  am  a  British  subject  ; 

*  Here  insert  full  postal  address  and  description  (e.g.,  land  at.  ... 
dwelling  house  at shop  at. . .  .). 

f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 

j  See  instruction  at  foot  of  Form. 

§  Strike  out  this  paragraph  where  the  qualifying  premises  are, 
a  dwelling  house. 
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(6)  that  I  reside  at  * 


Signed  

Date 

NOTE. — Any  false  declaration  made  for  the  purpose  of 
this  claim  will  render  the  claimant  liable  to  a  penalty. 

*  Here  insert  full  postal  address  of  residence  or,  if  the  claimant 
has  no  settled  residence,  of  place  to  which  communications  may  be 
sent. 

INSTRUCTION  AS  TO  SUCCESSIVE  OCCUPATION. 
If  the  husband's  occupation  of  the  premises  commenced 

after  the  * day  of ,  19 . . . . ,  paragraph  (2) 

must  be  struck  out  and  the  following  paragraph  filled  in 
and  signed : — 

(2)  I  hereby  declare  that  my  husband  was  in  occupa- 
tion of  the  qualifying  premises  on  the  f  day 
of            last,  and  that  during  the  six  months 
ending  on  the  said  day  he  occupied  qualifying 
premises  as  follows  : — 
from                       to                       at 
from                       to                       at 
etc.                                                  etc. 

Signed   

*  Here  insert  first  day  of  qualifying  period, 
f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 

(5) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  CLAIM  (ALL  CASES  EXCEPT  THAT  OF 
A  WOMAN  CLAIMING  IN  RESPECT  OF  HER  HUSBAND'S 
QUALIFICATION). 

To  the  registration  officer  for 

Address  

Claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Local  Government  elector. 
I  hereby  declare — 

(i)  that  I  claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Local- Government 
elector  for  all  local  government  elections  [except 
local  government  elections  for ]  in 

F2 
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respect    of    the    occupation    of    the    following 
qualifying  premises  * 


(2)  that  I  was  in  occupation  of  the  qualifying  premises 

on  the  f  day  of  last,  and  have  been 

in  occupation  of  them  during  the  whole  period 
of  six  months  ending  on  the  said  day  J  ; 

(3)  that  I  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  ; 

(4)  that  I  am  a  British  subject ; 

(5)  that  I  reside  at  § 


Signed 

Date 

NOTE. — Any  false  declaration  made  for  the  purpose  of 
this  claim  will  render  the  claimant  liable  to  a  penalty. 

*  Here  insert  full  postal  address  and  description  (e.g.,  land  at.  .... 
dwelling  house  at. . .  . ,  shop  at.  . .  . ). 

f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 

J  See  instruction  at  foot  of  Form. 

§  Here  insert  full  postal  address  of  residence  or,  if  claimant  has 
no  settled  residence,  of  place  to  which  communications  may  be  sent. 

INSTRUCTION  AS  TO  SUCCESSIVE  OCCUPATION. 

If  the  claimant's  occupation  of  the  premises  commenced 

after  the  * day  of ,  19 ,  paragraph  (2) 

must  be  struck  out  and  the  following  paragraph  filled  in 
and  signed : — 

(2)  I  hereby  declare  that  I  was  in  occupation  of  the 
qualifying  premises  on  the  f  day  of 

last  and  that  during  the  six  months  ending  on 
the  said  day  I  occupied  qualifying  premises  as 
follows : — 

from  to  at 
from  to  at 
etc.  etc. 
Signed  

*   Here  insert  first  day  of  qualifying  period, 
f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 


REGISTRATION  69 

(6) 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  CLAIM  (WOMEN  CLAIMING  IN  RESPECT 
OF  HUSBAND'S  QUALIFICATION). 

To  the  registration  officer  for 

Address 

Claim  to   be  registered  as  a  Local  Government  elector  in 

respect  of  husband's  occupation. 
I  hereby  declare— 

(i)  that  I  claim  to  be  registered  as  a  Local  Government 
elector  for  all  local  government  elections  [except 

local  government  elections  for ]  in 

respect  of  the  occupation  by  my  husband  of  the 
following  qualifying  premises  * 


(2)  that  my  husband  was  in  occupation  of  the  qualify- 

ing  premises   on   the  f  day   of  last, 

and  has  been  in  occupation  of  them  during  the 
whole  six  months  ending  on  the  said  day  J  ; 

(3)  that  my  husband  is  entitled  to  be  registered  as 

a  local  government  elector  in  respect  of  the 
occupation  of  the  qualifying  premises  and  that 
we  both  reside  there  ; 

(4)  that  I  have  attained  the  age  of  thirty  ; 

(5)  that  I  am  a  British  subject. 

Signed 

Date   

NOTE. — Any  false  declaration  made  for  the  purpose  of 
this  claim  will  render  the  claimant  liable  to  a  penalty. 

*  Here  insert  full  postal  address  and  description  (e.g.,  land  at.  ...» 
dwelling  house  at. . .  .,  shop  at. . .  .). 

f  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 
}  See  instruction  at  foot  of  Form. 

INSTRUCTION  AS  TO  SUCCESSIVE  OCCUPATION. 

If  the  husband's  occupation  of  the  premises  commenced 
after  the  * day  of ,  19 ,  paragraph  (2) 

*  Her*  insert  first  day  of  qualifying  period. 
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must  be  struck  out  and  the  following  paragraph  rilled  in 

and  signed : — 

(2)  I  hereby  declare  that  my  husband  was  in  occupa- 
tion of  the  qualifying  premises  on  the  *  day 
of            last,  and  that  during  the  six  months 
ending  on  the  said  daj'  he  occupied  qualifying 
premises  as  follows  : — 
from                       to                       at 
from                       to                       at 
etc.                                                 etc. 

Signed  

*  Here  insert  last  day  of  qualifying  period. 


(7) 

CLAIM  MADE  BY  ONE  PERSON  ON  BEHALF  OF  ANOTHER 
(PARLIAMENTARY). 

To  the  registration  officer 

for  the  constituency  of 

Address 

I  hereby  claim  on  behalf  of 

of 

that  he  [she]  should  be  registered  as  a  Parliamentary 
elector  for  the  above  constituency  ;   in  respect  of  * 


Signed     

Address  

Date    

NOTE. — The  Act  provides  that  where  a  claim  is  made 
by  one  person  on  behalf  of  another  the  name  is  not  to  be 
entered  on  the  register  unless  the  matters  required  to  be 
stated  in  the  declaration  made  by  a  person  claiming  on 
his  own  behalf  are  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  regis- 
tration officer. 

*  Here  insert  qualification  (e.g.,  residence  at.  ....  occupation  of 
business  premises  at. ....  &c.),  and  full  postal  address  and  descrip- 
tion of  qualifying  premises. 
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(8) 

CLAIM  MADE  BY  ONE  PERSON  ON  BEHALF  OF  ANOTHER 
(LOCAL  GOVERNMENT). 

To  the  registration  officer  for 

Address 

I  hereby  claim  on  behalf  of    

of 

that  he  [she]  should  be  registered  as  a  local  govern- 
ment elector  for  all  local  government  elections  in 
respect  of  * 


except  local  government  elections  for  

Signed     

Address  

Date 

NOTE. — The  Act  provides  that  where  a  claim  is  made  by 
one  person  on  behali  of  another  the  name  is  not  to  be  entered 
on  the  register  unless  the  matters  required  to  be  stated  in  the 
declaration  made  by  a  person  claiming  on  his  own  behalf 
are  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  registration  officer. 

*  Here  insert  qualification  (e.g.,  occupation  of  dwelling  house 
at.  ....  or  husband's  occupation  of  shop  at.  . .  . ,  &c.),  and  full 
postal  address  and  description  of  qualifying  premises. 


(9) 
CLAIM  FOR  CORRECTION  OF  ENTRY  IN  LISTS. 

To  the  registration  officer  for 

Address  

I  hereby  claim  that  the  following  entry  of  my 
name  in  the  lists  prepared  by  you 


*  Here  insert  extract  from  printed  electors'  lists,  stating  regis- 
tration unit. 
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should  be  altered  as  follows : — 
* 


Signed 

Address  

Date    

NOTE. — Where  the  correction  claimed  would  give  to  the 
claimant  the  right  to  vote  at  any  election  at  which  the 
claimant  could  not  vote  but  for  the  correction,  there  must 
be  added  to  this  claim  a  declaration  in  the  same  form  as 
that  to  be  made  by  a  person  claiming  to  be  registered  as 
such  a  voter. 

*  e.g.,  by  removing  the  name  from  one  division  to  another, 
altering  the  mark  placed  against  the  name,  correcting  the  par- 
ticulars entered,  &c. 


CLAIM  AND  DECLARATION  TO  BE  MADE  BY 
NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  VOTERS  BEFORE 
BEING  REGISTERED  IN  RESPECT  OF  AN 
ACTUAL  RESIDENCE  QUALIFICATION. 

In  the  case  of  a  merchant  seaman,  pilot  or 
fisherman  who  is  a  naval  or  military  voter,  the 
statement  set  out  in  the  form  prescribed  for 
such  persons  under  heading  V.  (Forms  of 
statement  to  be  made  under  sect.  5  (2)  of  the 
Act)  shall  (if  it  includes  a  statement  of  actual 
residence)  be  a  sufficient  form  of  claim  and 
declaration.  In  other  cases  the  same  form 
must  be  used  as  in  the  case  of  a  man's  parlia- 
mentary claim  (residence  qualification),  with 
the  substitution  of  "  month  "  for  "  six  months  " 
and  of  "  the  age  of  nineteen  "  for  "  the  age  of 
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twenty-one/'  and  must  be  accompanied  by  the 
following  declaration  :— 

I  being  a  naval  [military]  voter  hereby  declare  that  I 
have  taken  steps  to  prevent  my  being  registered  in  a  con- 
stituency for  which   I   should  have  had  the  necessary 
qualification  but  for  my  service,  as  follows  :— 
* 


Signed   

*  Here  insert  steps  taken. 

Objections. 

Any  person  whose  name  appears  on  the 
electors'  list  for  a  constituency  or  local  govern- 
ment electoral  area  may  object  to  the  registra- 
tion of  any  person  whose  name  is  included  in 
the  electors'  lists  for  the  constituency  or  local 
government  electoral  area  by  sending  notice  of 
objection  in  the  prescribed  form  to  the  regis- 
tration officer,  in  1918  not  later  than  July  loth  ; 
in  any  other  year  not  later  than  February  15th 
or  August  I5th  respectively. 

If  the  objection  is  to  a  person  on  the  list  of 
claimants  the  notice  must  be  sent  to  the  regis- 
tration officer,  in  1918  not  later  than  July  3ist  ; 
in  any  other  year  not  later  than  March  7th  or 
September 4th.  [Sched.  L,rule  12.]  Previously 
an  objector  had  to  serve  a  notice  on  the  person 
objected  to  as  well  as  upon  the  overseers.  Now 
the  notice  is  sent  by  the  objector  to  the  regis- 
tration officer,  who  then,  on  receipt  of  the 
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notice  of  objection,  sends  a  copy  of  the  notice 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  receiving  the  notice 
to  the  person  objected  to. 

The  dates  for  objecting  to  the  original  lists 
are  fixed  three  days  earlier  than  the  dates  up 
to  which  a  person  can  claim.  This  is  to  enable 
a  person  objected  to  to  serve  a  claim  upon  the 
registration  officer  either  to  correct  the  list  or 
to  claim  for  another  qualification.  Heretofore 
the  dates  for  objecting  and  claiming  were  the 
same  in  the  case  of  occupiers  and  lodgers,  with 
the  result  that  the  only  effective  reply  to  the 
objection,  if  amendment  was  necessary,  was  by 
making  a  statutory  declaration.  The  regis- 
tration officer  must  publish  a  list  of  persons 
objected  to  on  the  original  list,  in  1918  not 
later  than  July  igth;  in  any  other  year  not 
later  than  February  2ist  and  August  2ist 
respectively.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  14.]  He  must 
publish  a  list  of  objections  to  claimants  in  1918 
as  soon  as  practicable  after  July  3ist  ;  in  other 
years  as  soon  as  practicable  after  March  7th 
and  September  4th.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  15.] 

Forms  of  notice  of  objection  will  be  supplied 
by  the  registration  officer  frea  of  charge. 
[Sched.  I.,  rule  32.] 

Where  an  objector  was  on  the  list  of  voters 
published  by  the  overseers,  but  was  subse- 
quently struck  out  of  the  list  on  objection,  it 
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was  objected  that  he  could  no  longer  be  heard 
as  an  objector  and  that  all  other  objections 
made  by  him  were  invalid.  The  Court  on 
appeal  decided  that  "  it  was  clear  there  was 
nothing  in  this  objection  to  the  notice.  The 
person  who  gave  the  notice  of  objection  was 
at  the  time  he  gave  it  entered  on  the  list  as 
provided  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  and  the 
notice  was  good "  :  Pease  v.  Town  Clerk  of 
Middlesbrough  (1892). 

By  the  twelfth  rule  of  Sched.  I.,  before 
referred  to,  it  would  appear  that  a  person  on 
the  parliamentary  list  of  voters  may  object  to 
another  person  on  the  parliamentary  list  of 
voters  or  a  person  on  the  voters'  list  for  a  local 
government  electoral  area  to  another  person 
on  a  list  of  local  goverment  voters,  "  as  the 
case  may  be."  It  would  appear  from  this  that 
a  person  not  on  the  parliamentary  electors' 
list,  being  only  on  the  list  of  local  government 
electors,  cannot  object  to  a  person  whose  name 
is  on  the  parliamentary  list.  This  was  so  under 
preceding  Registration  Acts. 

The  legistration  officer  shall,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  consider  all  objections  of  which 
notice  has  been  given  him  in  accordance  with 
the  rules,  and  for  that  purpose  shall  give  at 
least  five  clear  days'  notice  to  the  objector 
and  to  the  person  in  respect  of  whose  registration 
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the  notice  of  objection  has  been  given  of  the 
time  and  place  at  which  the  objection  will  be 
considered  by  him.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  20.] 

If  on  the  consideration  of  any  claim  or  objec- 
tion it  appears  to  the  registration  officer  that  the 
claimant  or  person  in  respect  of  whose  name 
objection  is  taken  is  not  entitled  to  be  entered  on 
the  register  in  the  character  in  which  he  claims  to 
be  registered,  or  in  which  he  is  entered  on  the  list, 
but  is  entitled  to  be  entered  on  the  register  in 
another  character,  or  in  another  place  on  the 
register,  the  registration  officer  may  decide  that 
the  name  of  that  person  shall  be  so  entered  on 
the  register.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  22.] 

This  appears  to  give  the  registration  officer 
greater  power  than  was  possessed  by  revising 
barristers,  but  the  power  is  subject  to  his  dis- 
cretion to  exercise  it.    Revising  barristers  could 
transfer  a  person's  name  from  a  higher  list  to 
a  lower  one,  e.g.,  from  the  parliamentary  list 
to  the  local  government  list,  but  they  had  no 
power  to  transfer  from  a  local  government  list 
to  a  parliamentary  list.     In  fact,  even  in  so 
transferring  a  voter  to  a  lower  list,  it  was  held 
that  the  revising  barrister  was  not  bound  to 
transfer  from  Division  I.  to  Division  III.  unless 
the  voter  was  able  to  prove  upon  grounds  which 
apply  to  Division  III.  that  he  was  entitled  to 
be  placed  there  :   Greenway  v.  Bachelor  (1883). 
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Where  a  person's  name  was  placed  in 
Division  III.  and  was  duly  objected  to,  and 
the  person  objected  to  had  made  a  declaration 
of  misdescription  which  stated  that  he  had  a 
qualification  for  Division  I.  as  well  as  for 
Division  III.,  but  he  had  made  no  claim  to  be 
inserted  in  Division  I.,  the  Court  held  the 
revising  barrister  had  no  power  to  transfer  his 
name  to  Division  I.  :  Lord  v.  Fox  (1892). 

IV.    FORMS  OF  NOTICE  OF  OBJECTION. 
First  Schedule,  Rule  12. 

(i) 
OBJECTION  TO  LISTS  OF  PARLIAMENTARY  ELECTORS. 

To  the  registration  officer 

for  the  constituency  of 

Address 

I  hereby  give  you  notice  that  I  object  to  the  entry 

of 
* 

as  a  parliamentary  elector. 
The  grounds  of  my  objection  are  : — 


I  am  entered  in  the  electors'  lists  as  a  parliamentary 
elector  for  the  above  constituency  as  follows  : — 


Signed 

Address 
Date 


*  Here  insert  extract  from  printed  electors'  lists,  stating  regis- 
tration unit. 
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(2) 

OBJECTION  TO  LISTS  OF  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ELECTORS. 

To  the  registration  officer  for 

Address 

I  hereby  give  you  notice  that  I  object  to  the  entry 

of 
* 


as  a  local  government  elector  for  the    . 
local  government  area. 

The  grounds  of  my  objection  are  :— 


I  am  entered  in  the  lists  of  local  government  electors  for 
the  above  local  government  area  as  follows : — 


Signed 

Address 
Date 


*  Here  insert  extract  from  printed  electors  lists,  stating  regis- 
tration unit. 


(3) 
OBJECTION  TO  CLAIMS  (PARLIAMENTARY). 

To  the  registration  officer 

for  the  constituency  of 

Address 

I  hereby  give  you  notice  that  I  object  to  the 
name  of 

being  placed  in  accordance  with  the  claim  made  in 
that  behalf  in  the  lists  of  parliamentary  electors  for 
the  above  constituency. 
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The  grounds  for  my  objections  are  as  follows  :— 


I  am  entered  in  the  electors  lists  as  a  parliamentary 
elector  for  the  above  constituency  as  follows : — 


Signed 

Address 
Date    . 


*  Here  insert  extract  from  printed  electors  lists,  stating  regis- 
tration unit. 


(4) 
OBJECTIONS  TO  CLAIMS  (LOCAL  GOVERNMENT). 

To  the  registration  officer  for 

Address 

I  hereby  give  you  notice  that  I  object  to  the 
name  of 

being  placed  in  accordance  with  the  claim  made  in 
that  behalf  in  the  list  of  local  government  electors 
for  the  following  local  government  electoral  areas : — 


The  grounds  of  my  objection  are  as  follows : — 


I  am  entered  in  the  lists  of  local  government  electors 
for  the  above  areas  as  follows  :— 

* 


Signed 

Address 
Date    , 


*  Here  insert  extract  from  printed  electors  lists,  stating  regis- 
tration unit. 
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Grounds  of  Objection. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  objections  may  be  founded  :— 

1.  That  the  person  is  not  of  full  age,  or  was 

not  at  the  end  of  the  qualifying  period. 

2.  That  the  person  is  an  alien. 

3.  That  the  person  named  is  dead. 

(The  Registration  Officer  has  power  to  expunge 
the  name  without  objection  if  he  is  satisfied 
the  person  is  dead.) 

4.  That  the  land  or  premises  are  not  of  sufficient 

value. 

5.  That    the    person    had  not    occupied    the 

premises  for  a  sufficient  time  to  qualify 
him. 

6.  That  the  person  had  during  the  qualifying 

period  occupied  premises,  or  a  dwelling- 
house,  in  succession,  but  is  not  so  described 
in  the  list. 

7.  That  the  person  occupied  the  several  pre- 

mises in  succession,  but  that  the  premises 
were  not  in  contiguous  constituencies. 

8.  That  the  person  did  not  occupy  the  qualify- 

ing premises  as  "  owner"  or  "  tenant.'1 

9.  That  the  person  is  a  peer  of  the  realm. 
(This  only  applies  to  the  Parliamentary  list.) 

10.  That   the   person   has   been   convicted  of 

corrupt  or  illegal  practices  at  a  parlia- 
mentary or  local  government  election. 
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11.  That  the  person  had  sublet  the  qualifying 

premises  and  had  thereby  reduced  his 
own  occupation  to  less  value  than  £10 
(in  the  case  of  a  man)  or  £5  (in  the  case  of 
a  woman). 

12.  That  the  person  has  been  found  by  inquisi- 

tion to  be  of  unsound  mind. 

13.  That    the    person    had    not    occupied    the 

premises  for  thirty  days  before  the  end 
of  the  qualifying  period  or  had  not  occu- 
pied for  thirty  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  his  occupation. 

14.  That  the  person  had  let  his  house  furnished 

for  more  than  four  months  during  the 
qualifying  period. 

The  ground  of  objection  must  be  stated  so 
as  to  relate  to  the  disqualification  during  the 
qualifying  period.  Where  an  objection  dated 
in  August  gave  as  the  ground  of  objection 
"  that  you  do  not  reside  at  the  above  address/' 
while  the  actual  ground  of  objection  was  that 
the  voter  had  not  resided  at  the  place  stated 
for  six  months  previous  to  the  I5th  of  July, 
the  end  of  the  qualifying  period,  the  Court  held 
not  only  that  it  was  not  a  mistake  which  could 
be  amended  by  the  Revising  Barrister,  but 
that  it  did  not  state  the  real  ground  of  the 
objection  ;  Bridges  v.  Millar  (1887). 

The  proper  form  of  objection  should  have 
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been  "  that  you  did  not  reside  at  the  address 
stated  on  the  list  for  six  months  prior  to  the 
I5th  day  of  July,  1887." 

Procedure  before  Registration  Officer. 

Any  person  whose  claim  is  not  admitted  by 
the  registration  officer,  or  to  whom  objection 
has  been  made,  will  receive  at  least  five  clear 
days'  notice  of  the  date  and  place  where  his 
case  will  be  heard  by  the  registration  officer. 
[Sched.  I.,  rules  20  and  21.] 

At  this  hearing  the  person  may  appear  in 
person  or  may  be  represented  by  another 
person.  He  may  not,  however,  be  represented 
by  counsel.  A  solicitor  or  an  agent  or  a  friend 
may  appear  for  him.  The  words  of  the  rule 
are  "  any  person  appearing  to  the  registration 
officer  to  be  interested,  may  appear/'  [Sched.  I., 
rule  39.] 

The  registration  officer  has  power  at  any 
inquiry  before  him  to  require  evidence  tendered 
by  any  person  to  be  given  on  oath.  This  may 
be  at  the  request  of  any  person  appearing  to 
the  registration  officer  to  be  interested.  The 
registration  officer  may  administer  the  oath. 
[Sched.  I.,  rule  40.] 

It  has  been  held  by  the  Court  of  Appeal 
that  the  evidence  accepted  by  the  Revising 
Barrister  in  support  of  a  claim  or  against  an 
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objection  must  be  legal  evidence,  not  hearsay 
nor  repute  :  Story  v.  Town  Clerk  of  Bermondsey 
[1909]. 

It  was  held  that  the  law  applying  to  counsel 
not  appearing  before  a  revising  barrister  included 
the  case  where  a  counsel  acted  without  fee  and 
appeared  on  behalf  of  a  political  association 
of  which  he  was  the  president :  O'Connor  v. 
Nicholson  (1891). 

Hitherto  the  whole  business  of  appearing  on 
behalf  of  electors  or  objectors  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  party  agents,  who  acted  without 
special  instructions  from  the  several  electors, 
and  that  practice  will  doubtless  be  continued. 

It  was  held  that  an  agent  need  not  have  been 
personally  requested  by  an  elector  to  represent 
him:  Ford  v.  Smerdon  (1884). 

Whether  the  inquiry  before  the  registration 
officer  will  be  open  to  the  public  is  not  settled  ; 
apparently  it  will  be  subject  to  rules  to  be  issued 
by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Appeals. 

Any  person  dissatisfied  with  the  decision  of 
the  registration  officer,  either  on  fact  or  law, 
may  appeal  to  the  county  court.  He  must  give 
notice  of  appeal  in  the  prescribed  form  to  the 
registration  officer  and  to  the  opposite  party 
(if  any),  either  when  the  decision  is  given  or 

G   2 
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within  five  days  thereafter,  specifying  the 
grounds  of  appeal.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  29.] 

This  is  an  enlargement  of  the  right  of  appeal, 
which  heretofore  could  only  be  on  a  point  of 
law,  and  the  notice  of  a  desire  to  appeal  had 
to  be  given  to  the  revising  barrister  on  the 
day  of  the  decision  and  before  the  rising  of  the 
Court.  The  revising  barrister  could  refuse 
leave  to  appeal  even  then,  and  leave  the  appel- 
lant to  his  right  to  apply  to  the  High  Court 
for  a  mandamus  calling  upon  the  revising 
barrister  to  state  a  case.  Under  the  Act  there 
is  a  right  to  appeal. 

The  registration  officer,  upon  receiving  the 
notices  of  appeal,  will  forward  any  such  notices 
to  the  county  court  in  manner  directed  by 
rules  of  Court  (hereafter  to  be  framed),  together 
with,  in  each  case,  a  statement  of  the  material 
facts  which  in  his  opinion  have  been  established 
in  the  case,  and  of  his  decision  upon  the  whole 
case  and  on  any  point  which  may  be  specified 
as  a  ground  of  appeal,  and  shall  furnish  the 
Court  with  any  further  information  which  the 
Court  may  require  and  which  he  is  able  to 
furnish.  [Sched.  L,  rule  29.] 

On  any  appeal  under  the  Act  the  registration 
officer  is  to  be  deemed  to  be  a  party  to  the 
proceedings.  [Sect.  14.] 

Where  any  notices  of  appeal  are  based  on 
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similar  grounds  the  registration  officer  has 
power  to  consolidate  the  appeals  or  select  a 
test  case.  [Sched.  I.,  rule  30.] 

A  person  cannot  appeal  from  the  registration 
officer's  decision  unless  he  appeared  personally 
or  by  representative  before  the  registration 
officer  on  the  claim  or  objection  or  as  to  the 
placing  or  refusing  to  place  any  mark  against 
any  name.  [Sect.  14.] 

A  county  court  judge  unable  to  transact  the 
business  of  the  Court  with  proper  dispatch 
owing  to  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  appeals 
under  this  Act,  on  making  representation  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  if 
satisfied  with  such  representation,  may  appoint 
a  barrister  of  at  least  seven  years'  standing 
to  act  as  assistant  judge  for  such  time  as 
the  Lord  Chancellor  may  direct  and  subject 
to  any  conditions  the  Lord  Chancellor  may 
impose. 

Any  powers  possessed  by  the  county  court 
judge  are  transferred  to  such  assistant  judge. 
The  assistant  judge  is  to  be  paid  such  re- 
muneration and  travelling  allowances  as  may 
be  allowed  by  the  Treasury.  [Sect.  14.] 

In  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  the  reference  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  is  to  refer  to  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Duchy.  [Sect.  14.] 

An  appeal  from  the  county  court  may  be 
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made  to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  but  only  on  a 
point  of  law,  but  no  appeal  is  allowed  from 
their  decision.  [Sect.  14.] 

A  scale  of  fees  to  be  paid  to  the  county  court 
in  appeal  cases  will  be  framed. 

As  only  counsel  or  solicitors  are  allowed 
audience  in  the  county  court,  except  in  cases 
where  the  parties  appear  in  person,  it  is  unlikely 
that  political  agents,  unless  they  are  either 
solicitors  or  counsel,  will  be  allowed  to  appear 
in  such  cases  on  behalf  of  claimants  or  persons 
objected  to. 

The  costs  of  a  registration  officer  incurred  by 
him  as  a  party  to  an  appeal  are  registration 
expenses  and  shall  be  paid  by  the  council  whose 
clerk  the  registration  officer  is  or  by  whom 
he  is  appointed,  subject  in  cases  where  the 
registration  area  is  not  coterminous  with  or 
wholly  contained  in  the  area  of  that  council  to 
such  contributions  by  the  council  of  any  other 
county  or  borough  as  the  Local  Government 
Board  may  direct.  [Sect.  15.] 

Any  such  expenses  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
county  fund  in  the  case  of  the  council  of  a 
county,  and  if  the  case  requires,  as  expenses  for 
special  county  purposes,  and  out  of  the  borough 
fund  or  borough  rate  in  the  case  of  a  borough, 
or  if  there  is  no  borough  fund  or  rate,  out  of 
the  fund  or  rate  out  of  which  the  ordinary 
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expenses  of  the  council  of  the  borough  are  paid. 

[Sect.  15.] 

VII.    FORMS   OF  NOTICE  OF  APPEAL. 

NOTICE  TO  THE   REGISTRATION   OFFICER   OF  APPEAL 
AGAINST  HIS  DECISION. 

Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1918. 

To  the  registration  officer  for 

Address 

I   hereby  give   notice   of  appeal   against   your 
decision  * 


on  the  following  grounds  :- 


Signed 

Address 
Date 


*  Give  particulars  of  decision,  e.g., "  refusing  to  enter  my  name 
on  the  Register  of  Parliamentary  Electors,  &c." 
f  Here  insert  grounds  of  appeal. 

NOTICE  OF  APPEAL  TO  THE  OPPOSITE  PARTY. 
Representation  of  the  People  Act,  1918. 

To   

Address 

I  hereby  give  you  notice  of  appeal  against  the 
registration  officer  for 
* 

on  the  following  grounds  : — 

t 


Signed     

Address 
Date 


*  Give  particulars  of  decision,  e.g.,  "  allowing  your  claim  to  be 
entered  on  the  Register  as  a  Parliamentary  Elector,  &c." 
t  Here  insert  grounds  of  appeal. 
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Reckoning  of  time. 

In  reckoning  time  for  the  purpose  of  the 
rules  dealing  with  registration  in  Sched.  I.  of 
the  Act  of  1918,  Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  Good 
Friday,  and  any  Bank  Holiday,  or  day  set 
apart  as  a  public  holiday,  or  day  of  public  fast, 
or  public  thanksgiving  shall  be  excluded  ;  and 
where  anything  is  required  by  those  rules  to 
be  done  on  any  day  falls  to  be  done  on  any 
such  day,  that  they  may  be  done  on  the  next 
day  not  being  one  of  any  such  days.  [Sched.  L, 
rule  42.] 

The  Register. 

The  Register,  which  in  1918  is  to  be  published 
on  October  ist,  in  other  years  will  be  published 
on  April  I5th  and  October  I5th.  In  Ireland 
only  one  Register  will  be  published  each  year 
and  that  on  October  isth. 

The  Register  published  is  final,  and  every 
person  included  in  it  will  be  entitled  to  vote  at 
an  election  for  a  Member  of  Parliament  during 
the  time  he  or  she  are  so  registered.  [Sect.  8.] 

REGISTRATION  DATES. 

1918. 

End  of  qualifying  period  .  .  April  15th. 
Publication  of  lists  .  .  .  June  2gth. 
Last  day  for  objections  to  lists  .  July  loth. 
Last  day  for  claims  .  .  .  July  I7th. 
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Last   day   for  claims  as  absent    July  17 th. 
voters. 

Publication  of  list  of  objections    July  igth. 
to  list. 

Publication  of  list  of  claimants  .     July  25th. 

Last     day     for     objection      to     July  3ist. 
claimants. 

Publication  of  list  of  objections 
to  claimants  (as  soon  as  prac- 
ticable after)  .  .  .  July  3ist. 

Publication  of  Register       .         .     Oct.  ist. 
Register  comes   into  force  on  date  fixed  by 

Order  in  Council. 

In  Succeeding  Years. 

End  of  qualifying  period     .        .     Jan. 

July 
Publication  of  lists    .         .          .     Feb.  ist  and 

Aug.  ist. 

Last  day  of  objections  to  lists      .     Feb.i5th  and 

Aug.  isth. 
Last  day  for  claims   .         .         .     Feb.iSthand 

Aug.  i8th. 
Last  day   for  claims   as  absent     Feb.iSthand 

voters.  Aug.  i8th. 

Publication  of  list  of  objections    Feb.  2 ist  and 

to  list.  Aug.  2ist. 

Publication  of  lists  of  claimants  .     Feb. 24th  and 

Aug.  24th. 
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Last     day     for     objections     to    Mar.  7th  and 

claimants.  Sept.  4th. 

Publication    of    lists   of    objec-    Mar.  7th  and 

tions    to   claimants   (as   soon       Sept.  4th. 

as  practicable  after). 

Publication  of  Register    .          .     April  15th  and 

Oct.  I5th. 

Register  comes  into  force          .     April  i5th  and 

Oct. 
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THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  THE 
PEOPLE  ACT  OF  1918. 

[8  GEORGE  V.,  CHAPTER  64.] 

PART  I. 

FRANCHISES. 
Parliamentary  Franchises  (Men). 

i. — (i)  A  man  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a 
parliamentary  elector  for  a  constituency  (other  than  a 
university  constituency)  if  he  is  of  full  age  and  not  subject 
to  any  legal  incapacity  and — 

(a)  has  the  requisite  residence  qualification  ;  or. 

(b)  has  the  requisite  business  premises  qualification. 
(2)  A  man,  in  order  to  have  the  requisite  residence 

qualification    or    business    premises    qualification    for    a 
constituency — 

(a)  must  on  the  last  day  of  the  qualifying  period  be 

residing  in  premises  in  the  constituency,  or  occupy- 
ing business  premises  in  the  constituency  as  the 
case  may  be  ;  and 

(b)  must  during  the  whole  of  the  qualifying  period  have 

resided  in  premises,  or  occupied  business  premises,  as 
the  case  may  be,  in  the  constituency,  or  in  another 
constituency  within  the  same  parliamentary  borough 
or  parliamentary  county,  or  within  a  parliamentary 
borough  or  parliamentary  county  contiguous  to 
that  borough  or  county,  or  separated  from  that 
borough  or  county  by  water,  not  exceeding  at 
the  nearest  point  six  miles  in  breadth,  measured 
in  the  case  of  tidal  water  from  low^water  mark. 
For  the  purposes  of  this  subsection  the  administrative 

county  of  London  shall  be  treated  as  a  parliamentary 

borough. 
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(3)  The  expression  "  business  premises  "  in  this  section 
means  land  or  other  premises  of  the  yearly  value  of  not 
less  than  ten  pounds  occupied  for  the  purpose  of  the 
business,  profession,  or  trade  of  the  person  to  be  registered. 

University  Franchise  (Men). 

2. — A  man  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  parlia- 
mentary elector  for  a  university  constituency  if  he  is  of 
full  age  and  not  subject  to  any  legal  incapacity,  and  has 
received  a  degree  (other  than  an  honorary  degree)  at  any 
university  forming,  or  forming  part  of,  the  constituency, 
or  in  the  case  of  the  Scottish  universities  is  qualified  under 
section  twenty-seven  of  the  Representation  of  the  People 
(Scotland)  Act,  1868,  or  in  the  case  of  the  University  of 
Dublin  has  either  received  a  degree  (other  than  an  honorary 
degree)  at  the  university,  or  has  obtained  a  scholarship  or 
fellowship  in  the  university,  whether  before  or  after  the 
passing  of  this  Act. 

Local  Government  Franchise  (Men). 

3. — A  man  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  local 
government  elector  for  a  local  government  electoral  area 
if  he  is  of  full  age  and  not  subject  to  any  legal  incapacity, 
and— 

(a)  is  on  the  last  day  of  the  qualifying  period  occupying, 

as  owner  or  tenant,  any  land  or  premises  in  that 
area ;  and 

(b)  has,  during  the  whole  of  the  qualifying  period,  so 

occupied  any  land  or  premises  in  that  area,  or, 
if  that  area  is  not  an  administrative  county  or  a 
county  borough,  in  any  administrative  county  or 
county  borough  in  which  the  area  is  wholly  or 
partly  situate : 
Provided  that — 

(i.)  for  the  purposes  of  this  section  a  man  who  himself 
inhabits  any  dwelling-house  by  virtue  of  any  office, 
service,  or  employment,  shall  if  the  dwelling-house 
is  not  inhabited  by  the  person  in  whose  service 
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he  is  in  such  office,  service,  or  employment,  be 
deemed  to  occupy  the  dwelling-house  as  a  tenant ; 
(ii.)  for  the  purposes  of  this  section  the  word  tenant 
shall  include  a  person  who  occupies  a  room  or  rooms 
as  a  lodger  only  where  such  room  or  rooms  are 
let  to  him  in  an  unfurnished  state. 

Franchises  ( Women) . 

4. — (i)  A  woman  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as 
a  parliamentary  elector  for  a  constituency  (other  than 
a  university  constituency)  if  she — 

(a)  has  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years ;  and 

(b)  is  not  subject  to  any  legal  incapacity ;  and 

(c)  is  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  local  government 

elector  in  respect  of  the  occupation  in  that  con- 
stituency of  land  or  premises  (not  being  a  dwelling- 
house)  of  a  yearly  value  of  not  less  than  five 
pounds  or  of  a  dwelling-house,  or  is  the  wife  of  a 
husband  entitled  to  be  so  registered. 

(2)  A  woman  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a 
parliamentary  elector  for  a  university  constituency  if  she 
has  attained  the  age  of  thirty  years  and  either  would  be 
entitled  to  be  so  registered  if  she  were  a  man,  or  has  been 
admitted  to  and  passed  the  final  examination,  and  kept 
under  the  conditions  required  of  women  by  the  university 
the  period  of   residence  necessary  for  a  man  to  obtain 
a  degree  at  any  university  forming  or  forming  part  of 
university  constituency  which  did  not  at  the  time  the 
examination  was  passed  admit  women  to  degrees. 

(3)  A  woman  shall  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a 
local  government  elector  for  any  local  government  electoral 
area — 

(a)  where  she  would  be  entitled  to  be  so  registered  if 

she  were  a  man ;  and 

(b)  where  she  is  the  wife  of  a  man  who  is  entitled  to  be 

so  registered  in  respect  of  premises  in  which  they 
both  reside,  and  she  has  attained  the  age  of  thirty 
years,  and  is  not  subject  to  any  legal  incapacity. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  provision,  a  naval  or 
military  voter  who  is  registered  in  respect  of  a 
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residence  qualification  which  he  would  have  had 
but  for  his  service,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  resident 
in  accordance  with  the  qualification. 

Special  Provisions  for  Persons  serving  on  War  Service. 

5. — (i)  A  person  to  whom  this  section  applies  (in  this 
Act  referred  to  as  "  a  naval  or  military  voter  ")  shall  be 
entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  parliamentary  elector  for  any 
constituency  for  which  he  would  have  had  the  necessary 
qualification  but  for  the  service  which  brings  him  within 
the  provisions  of  this  section. 

The  right  to  be  registered  in  pursuance  of  the  foregoing 
provision  shall  be  in  addition  to  any  other  right  to  be 
registered,  but  a  naval  or  military  voter  shall  not  be 
entitled  to  be  registered  for  a  constituency  in  respect  of 
an  actual  residence  qualification  in  the  constituency  except 
on  making  a  claim  for  the  purpose  accompanied  by  a 
declaration  in  the  prescribed  form  that  he  has  taken 
reasonable  steps  to  prevent  his  being  registered  under  the 
foregoing  provision  for  any  other  constituency. 

(2)  The  statement  of  any  person,  made  in  the  prescribed 
form  and  verified  in  the  prescribed  manner,  that  he  would 
have  had  the  necessary  qualification  in  any  constituency 
but  for  the  service  which  brings  him  within  the  provisions 
of  this  section,  shall  for  all  purposes  of  this  section  be 
sufficient  if  there  is  no  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

(3)  This  section  applies  to  any  person  who  is  of  the  age 
required  under  this  Act  in  the  case  of  that  person  and  is 
not  subject  to  any  legal  incapacity,  and  who — 

(i.)  is  serving  on  full  pay  as  a  member  of  any  of  the 
naval,  military  or  air  forces  of  the  Crown;  or 

(ii.)  is  abroad  or  afloat  in  connection  with  any  war  in 
which  His  Majesty  is  engaged,  and  is — 

(a)  in  service  of  a  naval  or  military  character  for  which 
payment  is  made  out  of  moneys  provided  by 
Parliament,  or  (where  the  person  serving  was  at 
the  commencement  of  his  service  resident  in  the 
United  Kingdom)  out  of  the  public  funds  of  any 
part  of  His  Majesty's  Dominions  ;  or  in  service 
as  a  merchant  seaman,  pilot,  or  fisherman,  including 
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the  master  of  a  merchant  ship  or  fishing-boat, 
and  an  apprentice  on  such  a  ship  or  boat ;   or 

(b)  serving  in  any  work  of  the  British  Red  Cross  Society, 

the  Order  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem  in  England,  or 
any  other  body  with  a  similar  object ;  or 

(c)  serving  in  any  other  work  recognised  by  the  Admi- 

ralty, Army  Council,  or  Air  Council,  as  work  of 
national  importance  in  connection  with  the  war. 
(4)  A  male  naval  or  military  voter  who  has  served  or 
hereafter  serves  in  or  in  connection  with  the  present  war 
shall,  notwithstanding  anything  in  this  or  any  other  Act, 
be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  parliamentary  elector  if 
that  voter  at  the  commencement  of  service  had  attained, 
or  during  service,  attains  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and 
is  otherwise  qualified. 

Qualifying  Period. 

6. — The  qualifying  period  shall  be  a  period  of  six  months 
ending  either  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January,  or  the 
fifteenth  day  of  July,  including  in  each  case  the  fifteenth 
day: 

Provided  that  in  the  application  of  this  section  to  a 
person  who  is  a  naval  or  military  voter,  or  who  has  been 
serving  as  a  member  of  the  naval,  military  or  air  forces 
of  the  Crown  at  any  time  during  the  said  six  months,  and 
has  ceased  so  to  serve,  one  month  shall  be  substituted  for 
six  months  as  the  qualifying  period. 

Supplemental  Provisions  as  to  Residence  and  Occupation. 

7. — (i)  Where  land  or  premises  are  in  the  joint  occupation 
of  two  or  more  persons,  each  of  the  joint  occupiers  shall, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  Part  of  this  Act,  be  treated  as 
occupying  the  premises,  subject  as  follows : — 

(a)  In  the  case  of  the  occupation  of  business  premises 
the  aggregate  yearly  value  of  the  premises  must 
for  the  purpose  of  the  parliamentary  franchise  be 
not  less  than  the  amount  produced  by  multiplying 
ten  pounds  by  the  number  of  the  joint  occupiers ; 
and 
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(b)  In  the  case  of  the  occupation  of  land  or  premises 

(not  being  a  dwelling-house)  the  aggregate  yearly 
value  thereof  must  for  the  purpose  of  the  parlia- 
mentary franchise  of  women  be  not  less  than  the 
amount  produced  by  multiplying  five  pounds  by 
the  number  of  joint  occupiers;  and 

(c)  Not  more  than  two  joint  occupiers  shall  be  entitled 

to  be  registered  in  respect  of  the  same  land  or 
premises,  unless  they  are  bond  fide  engaged  as 
partners  carrying  on  their  profession,  trade  or 
business  on  the  land  or  premises. 

(2)  Residence  in  a  house  or  the  occupation  of  a  house 
shall  not  be  deemed  to  be  interrupted  for  the  purposes  of 
this  Act  by  reason  only  of  permission  being  given  by 
letting  or  otherwise  for  the  occupation  of  the  house  as  a 
furnished  house  by  some  other  person  for  part  of  the 
qualifying  period  not  exceeding  four  months  in  the  whole, 
or  by  reason  only  of  notice  to  quit  being  served  and  posses- 
sion being  demanded  by  the  landlord  of  the  house,  but 
the  express  enactment  of  this  provision  shall  not  affect 
in  any  way  the  general  principles  governing  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  expression  "  residence  "  and  cognate  expressions. 

(3)  Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  Act,  a  man  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  parliamentary  elector 
for  a  constituency  in  respect  of  a  residence  qualification, 
although  he  may  have  been  residing  in  premises  in  the 
constituency  on  the  last  day  of  the  qualifying  period,  if 
he  commenced  to  reside  in  the  constituency  within  thirty 
days  before  the  end  of  the  qualifying  period,  and  ceased 
to  reside  within  thirty  days  after  the  time  when  he  so 
commenced  to  reside. 

(4)  Notwithstanding  anything  in   this   Act,    a   person 
shall  not  be  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  local  government 
elector  for  a  local  government  electoral  area,  though  that 
person  may  have  been  occupying  land  or  premises  in  the 
area  on  the  last  day  of  the  qualifying  period,  if  that  person 
commenced  to  occupy  the  land  or  premises  within  thirty 
days  before  the  end  of  the  qualifying  period,  and  cease 
to  occupy  the  land  or  premises  within  thirty  days  after 
the  commencement  of  the  occupation. 
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Right  of  Person  registered  to  vote. 

8. — (i)  Every  person  registered  as  a  parliamentary 
elector  for  any  constituency  shall,  while  so  registered  (and 
in  the  case  of  a  woman  notwithstanding  sex  or  marriage), 
be  entitled  to  vote  at  an  election  of  a  member  to  serve  in 
Parliament  for  that  constituency ;  but  a  man  shall  not 
vote  at  a  general  election  for  more  than  one  constituency 
for  which  he  is  registered  by  virtue  of  a  residence  qualifi- 
cation or  for  more  than  one  constituency  for  which  he  is 
registered  by  virtue  of  other  qualifications  of  whatever 
kind,  and  a  woman  shall  not  vote  at  a  general  election  for 
more  than  one  constituency  for  which  she  is  registered  by 
virtue  of  her  own  or  her  husband's  local  government 
qualification,  or  for  more  than  one  constituency  for  which 
she  is  registered  by  virtue  of  any  other  qualification. 

(2)  A  person  registered  as  a  local  government  elector 
for  any  local  government  electoral  area  shall,  while  so 
registered  (and  in  the  case  of  a  woman  notwithstanding 
sex  or  marriage)  be  entitled  to  vote  at  a  local  government 
election   for  that  area,  but  where,  for  the  purposes  of 
election,  any  such  area  is  divided  into  more  than  one 
ward  or  electoral  division,  by  whatever  name   called,  a 
person  shall  not  be  entitled  to  vote  for  more  than  one 
such  ward  or  electoral  division  : 

Notwithstanding  anything  in  this  provision  a  person  may 
be  registered  for  more  than  one  such  ward  or  division  of 
a  local  government  electoral  area  (not  being  a  municipal 
borough),  and  may  vote  in  any  such  ward  or  division  for 
which  he  is  registered  at  an  election  to  fill  a  casual  vacancy, 

(3)  A  naval  or  military  voter  who  is  registered  in  respect 
of  a  qualification  which  he  would  have  had  but  for  his 
service,  shall  be  deemed  for  the  purpose  of  this  section  to 
be  registered  by  virtue  of  that  qualification. 

Provision  as  to  Disqualifications. 

9. — (i)  A  person  shall  not  be  disqualified  from  being 
registered  or  from  voting  as  a  parliamentary  or  local  govern- 
ment elector  by  reason  that  he  or  some  person  for  whose 
maintenance  he  is  responsible  has  received  poor  relief  or 
other  alms. 

R.V.  H 
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(2)  Any  person  being  a  conscientious  objector  to  whom 
this  subsection  applies  shall  be  disqualified  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war  and  a  period  of  five  years  thereafter 
from  being  registered  or  voting  as  a  parliamentary  or  local 
government  elector  unless  before  the  expiration  of  one 
year  after  the  termination  of  the  war  he  proves  to  the 
Central  Tribunal  as  established  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Military  Service  Act,  1916 — 

(a)  that  he  has  during  the  continuance  of    the  war 

taken  up  and,  so  far  as  reasonably  practicable, 
continued  service  which  constitutes  a  person  (other 
than  a  person  serving  on  full  pay  as  a  member 
of  any  of  the  naval,  military,  or  air  forces  of  the 
Crown)  a  naval  or  military  voter  for  the  purposes 
of  this  Act ;  or 

(b)  that  having  been  exempted  from  military  service 

on  condition  of  doing  work  of  national  importance 
he  has  done  such  work  in  accordance  with  the 
decision  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  appropriate 
tribunal  or  authority  ;  or 

(c)  that  having  obtained  an  absolute  exemption  from 

military  service  without  any  such  condition,  he  has 
nevertheless  (whether  before  or  after  the  passing  of 
this  Act)  been  engaged  in  and,  so  far  as  reasonably 
practicable,  continued  some  work  of  national 
importance  ; 

and  obtains  a  certificate  from  the  Central  Tribunal  to  that 

effect. 

This  subsection  shall  apply  to  a  conscientious  objector 

who  either — 

(a)  has  been  exempted  from  all  military  service  (including 

non-combatant  service)  on  the  ground  of  con- 
scientious objection ; 

(b)  having  been  convicted  by  court-martial  of  an  offence 

against  military  law,  and  having  represented  that 
the  offence  was  the  result  of  conscientious  objec- 
tion to  military  service,  has  been  awarded  imprison- 
ment or  detention. 

The  Central  Tribunal  established  under  the  Military 
Service  Act,  1916,  shall  be  continued  for  the  purpose  of 
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this  subsection  for  a  period  of  a  year  after  the  termination 
of  the  present  war. 

If  a  person  disqualified  under  this  subsection  would 
have  been  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  parliamentary  or 
local  government  elector  but  for  that  disqualification,  the 
disqualification  shall  not  extend  so  as  to  affect  the  right 
of  the  wife  of  that  person  to  be  registered  or  vote  as  a 
parliamentary  or  local  government  elector,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

(3)  A  person  shall  not  be  entitled  to  be  registered  or  to 
vote  as  a  parliamentary  or  local  government  elector  if  he 
is  not  a  British  subject,  and  nothing  contained  in  this  Act 
shall,  except  as  expressly  provided  therein,  confer  on  any 
person  .who  is  subject  to  any  legal  incapacity  to  be  regis- 
tered or  to  vote  either  as  a  parliamentary  or  local  govern- 
ment elector,  any  right  to  be  so  registered  or  to  vote. 

(4)  A  person  shall  not  be  disqualified  from  voting  at 
any  election  as  a  parliamentary  or  local  government  elector 
by  reason  that  he  is  employed  for  payment  by  or  on  behalf 
of  a  candidate  at  such  election,  so  long  as  the  employment 
is  legal. 

(5)  Any  incapacity  of  a  peer  to  vote  at  an  election, 
arising  from  the  status  of  a  peer,  shall  not  extend  to 
peeresses  in  their  own  right. 


PART  II. 

REGISTRATION. 

Spring  and  Autumn  Registers. 

ii. — (i)  Two  registers  of  electors  shall  be  prepared  in 
every  year,  of  which  one  (in  this  Act  referred  to  as  the 
spring  register)  shall  be  made  for  the  qualifying  period 
ending  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  January  and  the  other  (in 
this  Act  referred  to  as  the  autumn  register)  shall  be  made 
for  the  qualifying  period  ending  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 

July. 

(2)  The  spring  register  shall  come  into  force  on  the 
commencement  of  the  fifteenth  day  of  April  and  remain 

H  2 
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in  force  until  the  fifteenth  day  of  October,  and  the  autumn 
register  shall  come  into  force  on  the  commencement  of 
the  fifteenth  day  of  October  and  remain  in  force  until  the 
fifteenth  day  of  April. 

(3)  If  for  any  reason  the  registration  officer  fails  to 
compile  a  fresh  spring  or  autumn  register  for  his  area  or 
any  part  of  his  area,  the  register  in  force  at  the  time  when 
the  fresh  register  should  have  come  into  force  shall 
continue  to  operate  as  the  register  for  the  area  or  part  of 
an  area  in  respect  of  which  default  has  been  made. 

Registration  Officers  and  Areas. 

12. — (i)  Each  parliamentary  borough  and  each  parlia- 
mentary county  shall  be  a  registration  area,  and  there 
shall  be  a  registration  officer  for  each  registration  area. 

(2)  Where    the   registration    area   is    a    parliamentary 
county  and  is  coterminous  with,  or  wholly  contained  in, 
one  administrative  county,  the  clerk  of  the  county  council, 
and  where  the  registration  area  is  a  parliamentary  borough 
and  is   coterminous  with,   or  wholly  contained  in,   one 
municipal  borough,  the  town  clerk  of  the  borough  shall  be 
the  registration  officer  for  the  area. 

In  any  other  case  such  clerk  of  the  county  council,  or 
town  clerk,  shall  be  registration  officer  for  the  area  as  the 
Local  Government  Board  may  by  Order  direct,  subject 
to  any  conditions  which  may  be  made  by  the  Order  as  to 
the  appointment  of  deputies  for  any  part  of  the  area. 

(3)  Any  of  the  duties  and  powers  of  the  registration 
officer  may  be  performed  and  exercised  by  any  deputy 
for  the  time  being  approved  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  apply  to  any 
such  deputy  so  far  as  respects  any  duties  or  powers  to  be 
performed  or  exercised  by  him  as  it  applies  to  the  registration 
officer. 

(4)  In  the  event  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of  any 
clerk  of  the  county  council  or  town  clerk  who  is  a  registra- 
tion officer,  or  in  the  event  of  his  incapacity  to  act,  any 
acts  authorised  or  required  to  be  done  by  or  with  respect 
to  the  registration  officer  may  be  done  by  or  with  respect 
to  any  person  temporarily  appointed  in  that  behalf  by 
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the  chairman  of  the  county  council  or  the  mayor,  as  the 
case  may  be. 

Registration  Duties. 

!3. — (j)  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer  to 
compile  the  spring  and  autumn  register,  and  to  place,  or 
cause  to  be  placed,  on  the  register  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  set  out  in  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act  the  names  of 
those  entitled  to  vote  as  parliamentary  electors  or  local 
government  electors  in  his  registration  area,  and  to  comply 
with  any  general  or  special  directions  which  may  be  given 
by  the  Local  Government  Board  with  respect  to  the  arrange- 
ments to  be  made  by  the  registration  officer  for  carrying 
out  his  duties  as  to  registration. 

If  a  registration  officer  refuses,  neglects  or  fails  without 
reasonable  cause  to  perform  any  of  his  duties  in  connection 
with  registration,  he  shall  be  liable  on  summary  conviction 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds. 

(2)  His  Majesty  may  by  Order  in  Council  prescribe  the 
forms  to  be  used  for  registration  purposes  and  any  fees  to  be 
taken  in  connection  therewith,  and  alter  the  rules  contained 
in  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
this  Act  into  full  effect,  or  for  carrying  into  effect  any 
Act  for  the  time  being  in  force  amending  or  affecting  this 
Act. 

The  rules  contained  in  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act  and 
any  Order  so  made  shall  have  effect  as  if  enacted  in  this  Act. 

Appeals. 

14. — (i)  An  appeal  shall  lie  to  the  county  court,  as  denned 
by  rules  of  court,  from  any  decision  of  the  registration  officer 
on  any  claim  or  objection  which  has  been  considered  by  him 
under  this  Act,  or  the  placing  or  refusal  to  place  any  mark 
against  any  name  on  the  register,  and  rules  of  court  shall  be 
made  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  procedure  on  any 
such  appeals  and  for  applying  and  adapting  thereto  any 
enactments  relating  to  county  courts  and  the  procedure 
therein : 

Provided  that  an  appeal  shall  not  lie  where  a  claimant  or 
objector  has  not  availed  himself  of  his  opportunity  as  pro- 
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vided  in  the  First  Schedule  to  this  Act  of  being  heard  by  the 
registration  officer  on  the  claim  or  objection  or  as  to  the 
placing  or  refusing  to  place  any  such  mark  as  aforesaid. 

(2)  An  appeal  shall  lie  on  any  point  of  law  from  any  deci- 
sion of  the  county  court  on  any  such  appeal  from  the  regis- 
tration officer  in  accordance  with  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  the  Court  of  Appeal,  but  no  appeal  shall  lie  from  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeal. 

(3)  The  right  of  voting  of  any  person  whose  name  is  for 
the  time  being  on  the  register  shall  not  be  prejudiced  by  any 
appeal  pending  under  this  section,  and  any  vote  given  in 
pursuance  of  that  right  shall  be  as  good  as  if  no  such  appeal 
were  pending,  and  shall  not  be  affected  by  the  subsequent 
decision  of  the  appeal. 

(4)  Notice  shall  be  sent  to  the  registration  officer  in 
manner  provided  by  rules  of  court  of  the  decision  of  the 
county  court  or  of  the  Court  of  Appeal  on  any  appeal  under 
this  section,  and  the  registration  officer  shall  make  such 
alterations  in  the  electors'  lists  or  register  as  may  be 
required  to  give  effect  to  the  decision. 

(5)  On  any  appeal  under  this  section  the  registration 
officer  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  party  to  the  proceedings. 

(6)  If  the  Lord  Chancellor  is  satisfied  on  the  representa- 
tion of  the  judge  of  any  county  court  that  the  judge  is 
unable,  owing  to  the  necessity  of  dealing  with  appeals  under 
this  Act,  to  transact  the  business  of  the  court  with  proper 
despatch,  the  Lord  Chancellor  may  appoint  a  barrister  of 
at  least  seven  years'  standing  to  act  as  assistant  judge  for 
such  time  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  may  direct,  and  subject 
to  any  conditions  which  he  may  impose. 

Any  assistant  judge  so  appointed  shall  have  all  the  powers 
and  privileges  and  may  perform  any  of  the  duties  of  the 
judge,  whether  under  this  Act  or  otherwise,  to  whom  he  has 
been  appointed  assistant. 

An  assistant  judge  shall  be  paid  out  of  moneys  provided 
by  Parliament  such  remuneration  and  travelling  allowances 
as  may  be  allowed  by  the  Treasury. 

In  the  application  of  this  provision  to  a  county  court 
district  the  whole  of  which  is  within  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  shall  be  substituted  for  the 
Lord  Chancellor. 
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Expenses  of  Registration. 

i5-—(i)  Any  expenses  properly  incurred  by  a  registration 
officer  in  the  performance  of  his  duties  in  relation  to  registra- 
tion, including  all  proper  and  reasonable  charges  for  trouble, 
care  and  attention  in  the  performance  of  those  duties,  and 
any  costs  incurred  by  him  as  party  to  an  appeal  (in  this  Act 
referred  to  as  "  registration  expenses  ")  shall  be  paid  by  the 
council  whose  clerk  the  registration  officer  is  or  by  whom  he 
is  appointed,  subject,  in  cases  where  the  registration  area 
is  not  coterminous  with  or  wholly  contained  in  the  area  of 
that  council,  to  such  contributions  by  the  council  of  any 
other  county  or  borough  as  the  Local  Government  Board 
may  direct. 

Any  such  expenses  shall  be  paid  in  the  case  of  the  council 
of  a  county  out  of  the  county  fund,  and  if  the  case  requires  as 
expenses  for  special  county  purposes,  and  in  the  case  of  the 
council  of  a  borough  out  of  the  borough  fund  or  borough 
rate,  or,  where  there  is  no  borough  fund  or  borough  rate,  out 
of  the  fund  or  rate  out  of  which  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the 
council  of  the  borough  are  paid. 

(2)  The  Treasury  may  frame  a  scale   of  registration 
expenses  applicable  to  all  or  any  class  or  classes  of  those 
expenses,  and  may  alter  the   scale    as   and   when   they 
think  fit. 

Any  expenses  incurred  by  the  registration  officer  of  a 
class  to  which  the  scale  is  applicable  shall  be  taken  to  be 
properly  incurred  if  they  do  not  exceed  the  maximum 
amount  determined  by  or  in  accordance  with  the  scale,  and 
so  far  as  they  do  exceed  that  amount  shall  be  taken  not  to 
have  been  properly  incurred  unless  the  excess  is  specially 
sanctioned  by  the  council  and  the  Treasury  either  before 
or  after  the  expenses  have  been  incurred. 

If  any  question  arises  whether  any  expenses  incurred  by 
the  registration  officer  of  a  class  to  which  the  scale  is  not 
applicable  have  been  properly  incurred  or  not,  that  question 
shall  be  referred  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the 
decision  of  the  Board  on  the  question  shall  be  final. 

(3)  Any  fees  or  other  sum  received  by  the  registration 
officer  in  respect  of  his  duties  as  such  officer,  other  than  sums 
paid  to  that  officer  in  respect  of  his  registration  expenses, 
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shall  be  accounted  for  by  that  officer  and  paid  to  the  credit 
of  the  fund  or  rate  out  of  which  the  expenses  of  {hat  officer 
are  paid. 

(4)  There  shall  be  paid  out  of  moneys  provided  by  Parlia- 
ment to  the  council  of  any  county  or  borough  in  aid  of  the 
fund  or  rate  out  of  which  any  registration  expenses  are  paid 
by  the  council,  in  accordance  with  this  Act,  one  half  of  the 
amount  so  paid  by  the  council. 

(5)  On  the  request  of  the  registration  officer  of  any  regis- 
tration area  for  an  advance  on  account  of  registration 
expenses,  the  council  whose  clerk  the  registration  officer  is 
may,  if  they  think  fit,  make  such  an  advance  to  him  of  such 
amount  and  subject  to  such  conditions  as  the  council  may 
approve. 


Special  Provisions  with  respect  to  Urban  Districts  and 
London. 

16. — (i)  Where  an  urban  district  is  coterminous  with  a 
registration  area  which  is  a  parliamentary  borough,  or  is 
wholly  contained  in  such  area,  this  Part  of  this  Act  shall 
apply  to  that  district  as  it  applies  to  a  municipal  borough, 
with  the  substitution  of  the  clerk  of  the  urban  district 
council  for  the  town  clerk,  of  the  urban  district  council  for 
the  council  of  the  borough,  of  the  general  district  rate  for 
the  borough  fund  or  borough  rate,  and  of  the  chairman  of 
the  council  for  the  mayor. 

(2)  Any  reference  to  a  municipal  borough  in  this  Part  of 
this  Act  shall  include  a  reference  to  a  metropolitan  borough 
and  the  City  of  London,  with  the  substitution,  as  respects  a 
metropolitan  borough,  of  the  clerk  of  the  metropolitan 
borough  council  for  the  town  clerk,  and  of  the  metropolitan 
borough  council  for  the  council  of  the  municipal  borough, 
and  as  respects  the  City  of  London,  of  the  Secondary  for 
the  town  clerk  and  of  the  common  council  for  the 
council  of  the  municipal  borough. 

Any  registration  expenses  of  a  metropolitan  borough 
council  shall  be  paid  as  general  expenses  of  the  council,  and 
any  expenses  of  the  common  council  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
general  rate. 
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Special  Provision  as  to  Registration  of  Freemen,  6r. 

17. — (i)  A  freeman  of  the  City  of  London  being  a  livery- 
man of  one  of  the  several  companies  who  is  entitled  to  be 
registered  as  a  parliamentary  elector  in  respect  of  a  business 
premises  qualification  within  the  city,  shall  be  entitled,  if 
he  thinks  fit,  to  be  entered  in  a  separate  list  of  liverymen  in 
the  register  of  parliamentary  electors,  and  to  record  his 
vote  for  Parliament  as  a  liveryman. 

(2)  The  foregoing  provision  shall  apply  to  the  freemen  of 
any  borough  if  the  council  of  the  borough  so  resolve,  and 
the  expression  "  freemen  "  shall  include  any  persons  by 
whatever  name  called  enjoying  in  that  borough  rights 
similar  to  those  enjoyed  by  freemen  of  the  City  of  London 
in  that  city. 

Compensation  to  existing  Officers. 

18. — Every  person  who  is  an  assistant  overseer  at  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  this  Act  and  who  suffers  any  direct 
pecuniary  loss  in  consequence  of  this  Act  shall  be  entitled 
to  have  compensation  paid  to  him  as  registration  expenses 
by  the  council  responsible  for  the  payment  of  registration 
expenses,  and  in  determining  such  compensation — 

(a)  regard  shall  be  had  to  the  conditions  and  other  cir- 

cumstances required  by  subsection  (i)  of  section  one 
hundred  and  twenty  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
1888,  in  regard  to  cases  of  compensation  under  that 
section ;  and 

(b)  the  compensation  shall  not  exceed  the  limit  therein 

mentioned ;   and 

(c)  the  expression  in  subsection  (i)  of  that  section  "  The 

Acts  and  rules  relating  to  Her  Majesty's  Civil 
Service  "  shall  mean  the  Acts  and  rules  relating  to 
His  Majesty's  Civil  Service  which  were  in  operation 
at  the  date  of  the  passing  of  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1888  ;  and 

(d)  the  provisions  of  subsections  (2)  to  (7)  of  the  same 

section  shall  apply  with  such  modifications  (includ- 
ing the  substitution  of  the  "  Local  Government 
Board  "  for  the  "  Treasury  ")  as  may  be  required, 
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and  including  in  subsection  (2)  the  substitution  of 
the  words  "  next  before  the  thirtieth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, nineteen  hundred  and  fourteen  "  for  the 
words  "  next  before  the  passing  of  this  Act." 
In   this   section   the   expression   "  assistant   overseer " 

includes  any  person  executing  any  of  the  duties  of  overseer 

and  receiving  payment  therefor. 

Register  for  University  Constituencies. 

19. — The  foregoing  provisions  of  this  Part  of  this  Act  shall 
not  apply  to  university  constituencies,  but  the  governing 
body  of  every  university  forming,  or  forming  part  of,  a 
university  constituency  shall  cause  a  register  to  be  kept  in 
such  form  and  made  up,  if  desired,  to  such  dates  as  they  may 
direct  of  persons  entitled  to  vote  in  respect  of  a  qualification 
at  their  university,  and  shall  make  the  register  available  for 
the  purpose  of  university  elections  for  the  constituency, 
and  shall  on  the  application  of  any  person  allow  that  person 
at  all  reasonable  times  to  inspect  and  take  extracts  from  the 
said  register  : 

Provided  that  the  governing  body  may  direct  that  a 
person  who  before  the  passing  of  this  Act  has  received  a 
degree,  but  was  not  entitled  to  vote  in  respect  thereof,  shall 
have  no  right  to  be  registered  unless  he  makes  a  claim  for 
the  purpose. 

SCHEDULES. 
FIRST  SCHEDULE. 

REGISTRATION  RULES. 

FORM  OF  REGISTER. 
Separate  Part  of  Register  for  each  Registration  Unit. 

i.  The  register  shall  be  framed  in  separate  parts  for  each 
registration  unit  in  the  registration  area. 

The  registration  unit  shall  be  the  parish  where  the  parish 
is  wholly  contained  in  one  voting  area,  and  where  a  parish 
is  contained  in  more  than  one  voting  area,  shall  be  each 
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part  of  the  parish  contained  in  a  separate  voting  area  ;  and 
for  the  purposes  of  this  rule  the  expression  "  voting  area  " 
means  any  polling  district,  electoral  division,  borough, 
county  district,  other  than  a  borough,  and  any  ward  of  a 
borough,  county  district  cr  parish,  and  any  other  area  for 
which  a  separate  election  at  which  the  register  is  to  be  used 
is  held. 

Separate  Divisions  for  Parliamentary  and  Local  Government 

Electors. 

2.  The  register  shall,  as  respects  each  registration  unit, 
contain  the  names  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  vote  as  parlia- 
mentary electors  and  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  vote  as 
local   government  electors,  but  shall  be  framed  so  as  to 
show  in  separate  divisions  the  names  of  those  who  are 
entitled  to  vote  both  as  parliamentary  and  local  government 
electors,  the  names  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  vote  as 
parliamentary  electors  but  not  as  local  government  electors 
and  the  names  of  those  who  are  entitled  to  vote  as  local 
government  electors  but  not  as  parliamentary  electors. 

Where  a  person  whose  name  is  entered  as  a  local  govern- 
ment elector  in  any  registration  unit  is  not  entitled  to  vote 
in  respect  of  that  entry  at  the  local  government  elections 
for  all  the  local  government  electoral  areas  which  comprise 
that  unit,  the  registration  officer  shall  place  a  mark  against 
his  name,  with  a  note  to  signify  that  the  person  against 
whose  name  the  mark  is  placed  is  not  entitled  to  vote  for 
the  local  government  elections  mentioned  in  the  note,  and 
any  such  note  shall  be  deemed  to  be  part  of  the  register. 

Absent  Voters  List. 

3.  The  registration  officer  shall  prepare  and  add  as  a 
supplement  to  the  register  a  separate  list  for  the  whole 
registration  area,  or  where  the  area  includes  more  than  one 
constituency,  for  each  constituency  in  the  area  a  list  of 
those  entitled  to  vote  as  absent  voters  (in  this  Act  referred 
to  as  the  absent  voters  list)  without,  however,  removing  the 
names  of  those  voters  from  any  other  part  of  the  register. 
Every  such  list  shall  be  made  up  according  to  polling 
districts. 
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Register  to  be  made  up  in  Street  or  Alphabetical  Order. 

4.  Where  the  registration  unit  is  situated  in  a  parlia- 
mentary borough,  the  names  in  the  register  shall  be  arranged 
in  street  order,  unless  the  authority  whose  clerk  the  regis- 
tration officer  is  or  by  whom  he  is  appointed  considers  that 
having  regard  to  the  general  character  of  the  area  forming 
the  registration  unit,  arrangement  in  street  order  is  inap- 
plicable ;  and  where  the  registration  unit  is  situated  in  a 
parliamentary  county,  the  names  in  the  register  shall  be 
arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  unless  the  said  authority 
considers  that,  having  regard  to  the  general  character  of  the 
area  forming  the  registration  unit,  arrangement  in  street 
order  is  possible  and  convenient. 

Effect  of  Register. 

5.  The  registers  for  the  registration  units  making  up  any 
constituency,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  parliamentary  electors 
shall  together  form  the  register  of  parliamentary  electors 
for  that  constituency,  and  the  registers  of  the  registration 
units  making  up  any  local  government  electoral  area,  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  local  government  electors,  shall  together 
form  the  register  of  local  government  electors  for  that  area. 

DUTY  OF  REGISTRATION  OFFICER  TO  PREPARE  AND  PUBLISH 

LISTS. 

Duty  of  Registration  Officer  to  prepare  Electors  Lists. 

6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer  to  cause  a 
house  to  house  or  other  sufficient  inquiry  to  be  made,  and  to 
prepare  or  cause  to  be  prepared  lists  (in  this  Act  referred  to  as 
electors  lists)  for  each  registration  unit  within  his  registra- 
tion area  of  all  persons  appearing  to  be  entitled  to  be  regis- 
tered as  parliamentary  or  local  government  electors  in  the 
spring  and  autumn  register  respectively,  and  to  publish 
those  lists  in  the  form  in  which  the  register  is  to  be  framed, 
as  respects  the  lists  for  the  spring  register  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  February,  and  as  respects  the  lists  for  the 
autumn  register  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August. 

The  registration  officer  shall  at  the  same  time  publish  a 


APPENDIX  109 

notice  specifying  the  mode  in  which,  and  the  time  within 
which,  claims  and  objections  are  to  be  made  under  these 
rules. 

Duty  of  Overseers  to  prepare  Electors  Lists  and  furnish 
Information  if  required. 

7.  The  registration  officer,  where  he  does  not  himself  per- 
form the  duties  of  overseers,  may  require  the  overseers  of 
any  parish  which,  or  any  part  of  which,  forms  a  registration 
unit  within  his  registration  area  to  make  the  necessary 
inquiries  and  to  prepare  the  electors  lists  for  that  unit  and 
publish  the  lists  in  the  unit  on  his  behalf,  and  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  overseers  to  furnish  lists  as  so  required,  and  also 
at  any  time,  if  required  by  the  registration  officer,  to  furnish 
that  officer  with  information  respecting  any  persons  resident 
or  occupying  land  or  premises  in  their  parish,  or  the  removal 
of  any  person  from  the  parish. 

Any  reasonable  expenses  incurred  by  the  overseers  in  per- 
forming any  duties  required  of  them  in  pursuance  of  this  rule 
(including  reasonable  remuneration  where  the  duties  are 
performed  by  an  assistant  overseer  or  other  paid  officer) 
shall  be  paid  by  the  registration  officer  as  part  of  his  regis- 
tration expenses.  In  this  rule  the  expression  "  overseers  " 
includes  any  person  for  the  time  being  executing  any  of  the 
duties  of  overseers. 

Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices  List. 

8.  The  registration  officer  shall  publish,  together  with  the 
electors  list,  the  corrupt  and  illegal  practices  list  (if  any) 
made  by  him  under  section  thirty-nine  of  the  Corrupt  and 
Illegal  Practices  Prevention  Act,  1883,  or  made  by  or  sent 
to  him  under  section  twenty-four  of  the  Municipal  Elections 
(Corrupt  and  Illegal  Practices)  Act,  1884. 

CLAIMS  TO  BE  REGISTERED. 
Claim  to  be  sent  to  Registration  Officer. 

9.  Any  person  who  claims  to  be  entitled  to  be  registered 
as  a  parliamentary  or  local  government  elector,  and  who 
is  not  entered,  or  is  entered  in  an  incorrect  place  or  manner 
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or  with  incorrect  particulars  on  the  electors  lists,  may  claim 
to  be  registered,  or  to  be  registered  correctly,  by  sending 
to  the  registration  officer  a  claim  in  the  prescribed  form  not 
later  than  the  eighteenth  day  of  February  where  the  claim 
is  for  the  spring  register,  and  the  eighteenth  day  of  August 
where  the  claim  is  for  the  autumn  register. 

Form  of  Claim. 

10.  The  form  of  claim  for  a  person  making  a  claim  on  his 
own  behalf  shall  contain  a  declaration  of  the  qualification  of 
the  claimant  to  be  registered,  including  a  declaration  that 
the  claimant  has  attained  the  required  age,  and  is  a  British 
subject,  and  of  the  character  in  which  the  claimant  desires  to 
be  registered,  that  is  to  say,  either  as  a  parliamentary  elector 
or  as  a  local  government  elector,  or  as  a  local  government 
elector  who  is  not  entitled  to  vote  for  all  local  government 
elections,  and  where  the  claimant  claims  in  respect  of  a  non- 
residential  qualification  a  declaration  of  residence  or  in  case 
such  person  has  no  settled  residence  an  address  to  which 
communications  may  be  sent.     A  note  shall  also  be  added 
to  the  form  warning  the  claimant  that  any  false  declaration 
for  the  purpose  of  this  provision  will  involve  a  penalty. 
Where  a  claim  is  made  on  behalf  of  a  claimant  by  another 
person,  the  registration  officer  shall  not  enter  the  name  of 
the  claimant  on  the  register,  unless  the  matters  required  to 
be  stated  in  the  declaration  under  the  foregoing  provision 
are  proved  to  his  satisfaction. 

Publication  of  Lists  of  Claimants. 

11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer  to 
publish  the  lists  of  claimants,  as  respects  the  lists  for  the 
spring  register  not  later  than  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
February,  and  as  respects  the  lists  for  the  autumn  register 
not  later  than  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  August 

OBJECTIONS. 
Notice  of  Objections. 

12.  Any  person  whose  name  appears  on  the  electors  lists 
for  a  constituency  or  local  government  electoral  area  may 
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object  to  the  registration  of  any  person  whose  name  is 
included  in  the  electors  lists  for  the  constituency  or  the  local 
government  electoral  area,  as  the  case  may  be,  by  sending 
notice  of  objection  in  the  prescribed  form  to  the  registration 
officer  not  later  than  the  fifteenth  day  of  February  in  the  case 
of  the  spring  register  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  August  in  the 
case  of  the  autumn  register,  and  may  object  to  the  registra- 
tion of  any  person  whose  name  is  included  in  the  list  of 
claimants  by  sending  notice  of  objection  in  the  prescribed 
form  to  the  registration  officer  not  later  than  the  seventh 
day  of  March  in  the  case  of  the  spring  register  and  the  fourth 
day  of  September  in  the  case  of  the  autumn  register. 

Notice  to  Persons  affected  by  Objection. 

13.  The  registration  officer  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  receiving  any  notice  of  objection,  send  a  copy  of  the 
notice  to  the  person  in  respect  of  whose  registration  the 
notice  of  objection  is  given. 

Publication  of  Objections  to  Lists. 

14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer  to  pub- 
lish a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  to  whose  registration  notice 
of  objection  has  been  given  not  later  than  the  twenty-first 
day  of  February  in  the  case  of  the  spring  register,  and  not 
later  than  the  twenty-first  day  of  August  in  the  case  of  the 
autumn  register. 

Publication  of  Objections  to  Claims. 

15.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer  to  pub- 
lish a  list  of  the  names  of  persons  included  in  the  list  of 
claimants  to  whose  registration  notice  of  objection  has  been 
given  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  seventh  day  of  March 
in  the  case  of  the  spring  register,  and  the  fourth  day  of 
September  in  the  case  of  the  autumn  register. 

ABSENT  VOTERS  LIST. 
Absent  Voters  List. 

16.  Any  person  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  parliamen- 
tary elector  may,  not  later  than  the  eighteenth  day  of 
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February  where  the  claim  is  for  the  spring  register,  and  the 
eighteenth  day  of  August  where  the  claim  is  for  the  autumn 
register,  claim  to  be  placed  on  the  absent  voters  list ;  and 
the  registration  officer,  if  satisfied  that  there  is  a  probability 
that  the  claimant,  if  registered,  by  reason  of  the  nature  of 
his  occupation,  service,  or  employment,  may  be  debarred 
from  voting  at  a  poll  at  parliamentary  elections  held  during 
the  time  the  register  is  in  force,  shall  place  the  claimant  on 
the  absent  voters  list. 

Obligation  to  place  Naval  and  Military  Voter  on  Absent 
Voters  List  without  Claim. 

17.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer,  without 
any  claim  being  made  for  the  purpose,  to  place  on  the  absent 
voters  list  any  naval  or  military  voter,  unless — 

(a)  that  person  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  February  as 

respects  the  spring  register,  and  the  fifteenth  day  of 
August  as  respects  the  autumn  register,  gives  notice 
to  the  registration  officer  that  he  does  not  desire  to 
be  placed  upon  that  list ;  or 

(b)  that  person  is  registered,  in  pursuance  of  a  claim  for 

the  purpose,  for  the  constituency  in  which  he  has 
an  actual  residence  qualification. 

Information  to  Registration  Officers. 

18.  The  Admiralty,   the  Army  Council,   and  the  Air 
Council,  either  directly  or  through  officers  appointed  by 
them,  shall  in  the  prescribed  manner  furnish  to  the  registra- 
tion officers  in  the  several  constituencies  such  information  as 
to  the  names  and  addresses  of  Naval  and  Military  voters  and 
such  other  particulars  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  their  registration  and  of  their  voting  as  such,  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Local  Government  Board  to  render  any 
assistance  that  may  be  required  by  the  Admiralty,  the 
Army  Council,  and  the  Air  Council  in  conveying  such 
information  to  the  registration  officers  : 

Provided  that  the  Admiralty,  Army  Council,  and  Air 
Council  shall  not  be  required  to  supply  any  particulars 
which  in  their  declared  opinion  would  interfere  with  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  war. 
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Record  of  Addresses  to  be  kept. 

19.  The  registration  officer  shall  keep  a  record  of  any 
address  which  may  be  furnished  to  him  by  any  person  placed 
on  the  absent  voters  list,  or  by  the  Admiralty  or  Army 
Council,  as  the  address  which  is  to  be  for  the  time  being  the 
address  of  the  voter  for  the  purpose  of  the  provision  relat- 
ing to  voting  by  absent  voters  and  as  soon  as  practicable 
shall  cause  instructions  to  be  sent  to  the  voter  as  to  the 
mode  of  voting  under  those  provisions. 

The  record  of  addresses  shall  be  open  to  inspection  under 
the  same  conditions  that  govern  the  register. 

PREPARATION  OF  THE  REGISTER  FROM  THE  LISTS. 
Consideration  of  Objections. 

20.  The  registration  officer  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
consider  all  objections  of  which  notice  has  been  given  to  him 
in  accordance  with  these  rules,  and  for  that  purpose  shall 
give  at  least  five  clear  days'  notice  to  the  objector  and  to 
the  person  in  respect  of  whose  registration  the  notice  of 
objection  has  been  given,  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  the 
objection  will  be  considered  by  him. 

Consideration  of  Claims. 

21.  The  registration  officer  shall  also  consider  all  claims 
of  which  notice  is  given  to  him,  in  accordance  with  these 
rules,  and  in  respect  of  which  no  notice  of  objection  is  given, 
and,  if  he  considers  that  the  claim  may  be  allowed  without 
further  inquiry,  shall  give  notice  to  the  claimant  that  his 
claim  is  allowed. 

If  the  registration  officer  is  not  satisfied  that  any  such 
claim  can  be  allowed  without  inquiry,  he  shall  give  at  least 
five  clear  days'  notice  to  the  claimant  of  the  time  and  place 
at  which  the  claim  will  be  considered  by  him. 

Supplemental  Powers  on  Consideration  of  Claims  and 
Objections. 

22.  If  on  the  consideration  of  any  claim  or  objection  it 
appears  to  the  registration  officer  that  the  claimant,  or 

R.V.  I 
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person  in  respect  of  whose  name  objection  is  taken,  is  not 
entitled  to  be  entered  on  the  register  in  the  character  in 
which  he  claims  to  be  registered,  or  in  which  he  is  entered  on 
the  list,  but  is  entitled  to  be  entered  on  the  register  in 
another  character  or  in  another  place  on  the  register,  the 
registration  officer  may  decide  that  the  name  of  that  person 
shall  be  so  entered  on  the  register. 

Correction  of  Lists. 

23.  The  registration  officer  shall  make  such  additions  and 
corrections  in  the  electors  lists  (including  the  absent  voters 
list)  as  are  required  in  order  to  carry  out  his  decisions  on  any 
objections  or  claims,  and  shall  also  make  any  such  correc- 
tions in  those  lists  by  way  of  the  removal  of  duplicate  entries 
(subject  to  any  expression  of  choice  by  the  person  affected 
as  to  those  entries),  the  expunging  of  the  names  of  persons 
who  are  dead  or  subject  to  any  legal  incapacity,  or  the  plac- 
ing of  marks,  or  the  correction  of  marks  placed,  against  the 
name  of  an  elector  or  otherwise  as  he  thinks  necessary  in 
order  to  secure  that  no  person  is  registered  as  a  parliamen- 
tary elector  in  respect  of  more  than  one  qualification  in  the 
same  constituency,  or  as  a  local  government  elector  in  re- 
spect of  more  than  one  qualification — 

(a)  in  the  same  borough  for  the  purpose  of  borough  coun- 

cil elections  ;  or, 

(b)  in  the  same  electoral  division  or  ward  for  the  purpose 

of  county  council,  metropolitan  borough  council, 
and  urban  district  council  elections  ;  or, 

(c)  in  the  same  parish  or  ward  of  a  parish  for  the  purpose 

of    rural    district    council,    guardians,    or    parish 

elections, 

and  otherwise  make  those  lists  complete  and  accurate  as  a 
register. 

Voting  in  different  Polling  Districts. 

24.  Any  person  whose  name  shall  appear  in  the  list  of 
parliamentary  voters  of  any  registration  unit  in  any  county 
constituency  or  district  of  boroughs,  and  who  resides  outside 
the  polling  district  in  which  he  is  entitled  to  be  registered, 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  make  his  claim  before  the  registration 
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officer  to  vote  at  any  other  polling  place  within  the  same 
constituency. 

Any  such  person  shall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  such  polling 
place  accordingly. 

Objections  to  Corrections. 

25.  Where  the  registration  officer  makes  any  correction 
in  the  lists  (including  the  absent  voters  list)  otherwise  than 
in  pursuance  of  a  claim  or  objection,  or  for  the  purposes  of 
correcting  a  clerical  error,  he  shall  gh  e  notice  to  the  person 
affected  by  the  correction,  and  give  that  person  an  oppor- 
tunity of  objecting  to  the  correction,  and,  if  necessary,  of 
being  heard  with  respect  thereto. 

Formation  of  Lists  into  Register. 

26.  The  registration  officer  shall  make  all  the  necessary 
corrections  of  the  lists  (including  the  absent  voters  list)  and 
do  everything  necessary  to  form  those  lists  into  a  register 
(with  a  separate  letter  and  a  separate  series  of  numbers  for 
each  polling  district)  in  time  to  allow  the  publication  of  the 
lists  so  corrected  as  a  register  as  required  by  these  rules. 

DUTY  TO  PUBLISH  AND  DELIVER  COPIES  OF  THE  REGISTER. 

Publication  of  Register. 

27.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer  to  pub- 
lish the  spring  register  not  later  than  the  fifteenth  day  of 
April,  and  the  autumn  register  not  later  than  the  fifteenth 
day  of  October  in  each  year,  by  publishing  a  notice  that  a 
copy  of  the  register  is  open  for  inspection  at  his  office,  and 
that  copies  of  the  part  of  the  register  relating  to  any  regis- 
tration unit  are  open  to  inspection  during  business  hours  in 
the  registration  unit  at  the  place  mentioned  in  the  notice. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer  to  keep  copies 
of  the  register  for  inspection  in  his  office,  and  also  to  arrange 
for  copies  of  the  part  of  the  register  relating  to  any  registra- 
tion unit  being  kept  for  inspection  in  that  unit  either  in  the 
principal  post  office  (if  the  Postmaster-General  gives 
authority  for  the  purpose)  or  at  some  other  convenient  place 
to  which  the  public  have  access  to  be  arranged  by  him. 

12 
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It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  register,  as  soon  as  may  be  after  it  is  published, 
to  the  Local  Government  Board. 

Delivery  of  Copies  of  the  Register. 

28.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  registration  officer,  on  the 
application  of  any  person  during  business  hours  and  on 
payment  of  the  prescribed  fee,  to  furnish  copies  to  the 
applicant  of  the  register  or  of  so  much  of  the  register  as 
relates  to  any  registration  unit. 

APPEALS  FROM  REGISTRATION  OFFICER. 
Notice  of  Appeal  from  Registration  Officer. 

29.  A  person  desiring  to  appeal  against  the  decision  of  a 
registration  officer  must  give  notice  of  appeal  in  the  pre- 
scribed form  to  the  registration  officer  and  to  the  opposite 
party,  if  any,  when  the  decision  is  given  or  within  five  days 
thereafter,  specifying  the  grounds  of  appeal. 

The  registration  officer  shall  forward  any  such  notices  to 
the  county  court  in  manner  directed  by  rules  of  court, 
together,  in  each  case,  with  a  statement  of  the  material 
facts  which,  in  his  opinion,  have  been  established  in  the 
case  ;  and  of  his  decision  upon  the  whole  case  and  on  any 
point  which  may  be  specified  as  a  ground  of  appeal,  and  shall 
also  furnish  to  the  court  any  further  information  which  the 
court  may  require  and  which  he  is  able  to  furnish. 

Appeals  relating  to  the  same  Point. 

30.  Where  it  appears  to  the  registration  officer  that  any 
notices  of  appeal  given  to  him  are  based  on  similar  grounds 
he  shall  inform  the  county  court  of  the  fact  for  the  purpose 
of  enabling  the  county  court  (if  the  court  thinks  fit)  to 
consolidate  the  appeals  or  select  a  case  as  a  test  case. 

GENERAL. 
Publication  of  Documents. 

31.  Where  the  registration  officer  by  these  rules  is  required 
to  publish  any  document,  and  no  specific  provision  is  made 


APPENDIX  117 

as  to  the  mode  of  publication,  he  shall  publish  the  document 
by  making  copies  of  the  document  available  for  inspection 
by  the  public  in  his  office,  and  in  the  chief  post  office  (if  the 
Postmaster-General  gives  authority  for  the  purpose),  or 
some  other  convenient  place  in  the  area  forming  the  regis- 
tration unit  to  which  the  document  relates  and,  if  he  thinks 
fit,  in  any  other  manner  which  is,  in  his  opinion,  desirable 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  contents  of  the  document  to 
the  notice  of  those  interested.  Any  document  required  to 
be  published  shall  be  kept  published  for  the  prescribed 
time. 

Any  failure  to  publish  a  document  in  accordance  with 
these  rules  shall  not  invalidate  the  document,  but  this 
provision  shall  not  relieve  the  registration  officer  from  any 
penalty  for  such  a  failure. 

If  any  person  without  lawful  authority  destroys,  muti- 
lates, defaces  or  removes  any  notice  published  by  the  regis- 
tration officer  in  connection  with  his  registration  duties,  or 
any  copies  of  a  document  which  have  been  made  available 
for  inspection  in  pursuance  of  these  rules,  he  shall  be  liable 
on  summary  conviction  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds. 

Duty  of  Registration  Officer  to  supply  Forms. 

32.  The  registration  officer  shall,  without  fee,  on  the 
application  of  any  person,  supply  forms  of  claims  and  notices 
of  objections. 

Supply  of  Copies  of  Claims,  Objections,  &c, 

33.  The  registration  officer  shall,  on  the  application  of  any 
person,  allow  that  person  to  inspect,  and  take  extracts  from, 
or  on  payment  of  the  prescribed  fee,  supply  to  that  person 
copies  of,  the  electors  lists  for  any  registration  unit  in  his 
area  and  any  claim  or  notice  of  objection  made  under  these 
rules. 

Mode  of  sending  Notices,  &c. 

34.  Any  claim  or  notice  of  objection  which  is  under  these 
rules  to  be  sent  to  the  registration  officer  may  be  sent  to 
him  by  post  addressed  to  him  at  his  office. 
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Any  notice  which  is  required  to  be  sent  by  the  registration 
officer  under  these  rules  to  any  person  shall  be  sufficiently 
sent  if  sent  by  post  to  the  address  of  that  person  as  given  by 
him  for  the  purpose,  or  as  appearing  on  the  lists,  or  if  there 
is  no  such  address,  to  his  last  known  place  of  abode. 

Information  from  Householders. 

35.  The  registration  officer  may  require  any  householder 
or  any  person  owning  or  occupying  any  land  or  premises 
within  his  area,  or  the  agent  or  factor  of  such  person,  to 
give,  in  the  prescribed  form,  any  information  in  his  posses- 
sion which  the  registration  officer  may  require  for  the  pur- 
pose of  his  duties  as  registration  officer  ;  and  if  any  person 
fails  to  give  the  required  information,  or  gives  false  informa- 
tion, he  shall  be  liable,  on  summary  conviction,  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  twenty  pounds.     Any  notice  requiring  informa- 
tion under  this  rule  may  be  sent  by  post. 

Access  to  National  Register. 

36.  The  registration  officer  shall,  subject  to  such  direc- 
tions as  the  Local  Government  Board  may  give,  have  access 
to   the   national   register   compiled   under  the   National 
Registration  Act,  1915. 

Declaration  as  to  Age  and  Nationality. 

37.  The  registration  officer,  before  registering  any  person 
as  an  elector,  may,  if  he  thinks  it  necessary — 

(a)  require  that  person  either  to  produce  a  certificate  of 

birth  or,  if  that  is  not  practicable  or  convenient,  to 
make  a  statutory  declaration  that  such  person  has 
attained  the  required  age,  and 

(b)  require  that  person  to  produce  a  certificate  of  naturali- 

sation or  to  make  a  statutory  declaration  that  he  is 

a  British  subject. 

Where  a  declaration  is  so  required,  any  fee  payable  in 
connection  therewith  shall  be  paid  by  the  registration  officer 
as  part  of  his  registration  expenses,  and  the  declaration  shall 
be  exempt  from  stamp  duty. 


APPENDIX  119 

The  registration  officer  shall,  during  business  hours,  allow 
any  person  to  inspect  and  take  a  copy  of  any  such  declara- 
tion. 

Power  to  obtain  a  Certificate  of  Birth  at  a  reduced  Fee. 

38.  Where  for  the  purpose  of  the  provisions  of  this  Act 
any  person  requires  a  certificate  of  birth,  that  person  shall 
on  presenting  a  written  requisition  in  the  prescribed  form 
and  containing  the  prescribed  particulars,  and  on  payment 
of  a  fee  of  sixpence,  be  entitled  to  obtain  a  certified  copy  of 
an}'  entry  of  the  birth  of  that  person  in  the  birth  register 
under  the  hand  of  the  registrar  or  the  superintendent 
registrar  having  the  custody  thereof,  and  forms  of  requisi- 
tion for  the  purpose  shall  on  application  be  supplied  without 
charge  by  every  registrar  of  births  and  deaths  and  by  every 
superintendent  registrar. 

Hearing  of  Claims  and  Objections. 

39.  On  the  consideration  of  any  claim  or  objection  or  other 
matter  by  the  registration  officer,  any  person  appearing  to 
the  registration  officer  to  be  interested  may  appear  and  be 
heard  either  in  person  or  by  any  other  person,  other  than 
counsel,  on  his  behalf. 

Power  to  require  Evidence  on  Oath. 

40.  The  registration  officer  may  at  the  request  of  any 
person  interested,  or  if  he  thinks  fit  without  such  request,  on 
the  consideration  of  any  claim  or  objection  or  other  matter 
require  that  the  evidence  tendered  by  any  person  should  be 
given  on  oath,  and  may  administer  an  oath  for  the  purpose. 

Provisions  as  to  Misnomer  or  Inaccurate  Description. 

41.  No  misnomer  or  inaccurate  description  of  any  person 
or  place  on  any  list  or  on  the  register  or  in  any  notice  shall 
prejudice  the  operation  of  this  Act  or  these' rules  as  respects 
that  person  or  place,  provided  that  the  person  or  place  is 
so  designated  as  to  be  commonly  understood- 
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Reckoning  of  Time. 

42.  In  reckoning  time  for  the  purpose  of  these  rules, 
Sunday,  Christmas  Day,  Good  Friday,  and  any  bank 
holiday  or  day  set  apart  as  a  public  holiday,  or  day  of  public 
fast,  or  public  thanksgiving,  shall  be  excluded ;  and  where 
anything  is  required  by  these  rules  to  be  done  on  any  day 
falls  to  be  done  on  any  such  day,  that  thing  may  be  done  on 
the  next  day  not  being  one  of  any  such  days. 
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